
"The World Encounters Jesus" 

Rev 19:11-21 

11.28.21

This morning is our last sermon in our series on “Encounters With Jesus.”  I hope 

through this series you have gained a deeper love and appreciation for Jesus as we 

have witnessed His consistent compassion and His interactions with people.  Not only 

did Jesus heal the afflicted, the outcasts but He gave them dignity and the blessings of 

being accepted back into society.  

When Jesus entered our world 2,000 years ago, He came as the sacrificial lamb who 

would take away the sins of the world.  He came in meekness.  He willingly accepted 

abuse and ridicule.  He allowed Himself to be crucified on a cross.

This gentle, humble Savior died, rose again and then ascended to heaven.  

Jesus is coming again.  But not as the gentle sacrificial lamb.  He is coming in power 

and judgment.  Please turn to Revelation 19:11–21 (ESV).  Page 1040 in the Red 

Bibles.  “Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is 

called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are 

like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that 

no one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by 

which he is called is The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine 

linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a 

sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of 

iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his 

robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 17 Then I 

saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly 

directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of kings, 

the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and 

the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great.” 19 And I saw the beast 
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and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was 

sitting on the horse and against his army. 20 And the beast was captured, and with it the 

false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who 

had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were 

thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by the 

sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds 

were gorged with their flesh.”

In this series we have seen individual encounters with Jesus.  In Christ’s second coming

The world will encounter Jesus.

Christ’s second coming will be a visible return that the world will witness.  Revelation 1:7 

(ESV), “Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him…”  

Thirty years ago you might question how Jesus’ return could be visible to the world 

when He is going to return to Israel?  But now with technology and 24/7 news stations, it 

makes sense how this will be an event witnessed by the world.  

Christ’s return is not just for Israel, all peoples will see and know that Jesus has come.  

It will be great news for some and horrible news for others.  It all depends on what you 

do with Jesus.   

There are hundreds of names and titles in the Bible for Jesus.  In this passage we see 

four for the Lord who is coming again.

First,

Jesus is faithful and true.

Verse 1, “Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is 

called Faithful and True.”

Satan and his entourage are unfaithful and false.  Nothing they stand for is true.  
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But Jesus is faithful.  Faithful to His Word.  Faithful to the promises and prophecies.  

Faithful in coming back again.  What Jesus has said is true.  He will never lie.  He said 

that He is coming back.  Believe it.  Count on it.  Prepare for it.    

Second,

Jesus has a name that no one knows but Himself.

What is that name?  Is He referencing a name that is mentioned in this text?  No, it is “A 

name which only He knows.”  

It was thought that to name someone meant you have authority over them.  Who usually 

names a child?  Their parents for they have authority over the child.  Who usually 

names a pet?  The pet owner.  Who usually names a restaurant?  The owner who has 

ultimate authority over it.

Who has authority over Jesus?  No created thing.  Only He has authority.  So He has a 

name that is rightfully His and only He knows.  

A name that only Jesus knows also reminds us that He will always be a mystery.  Finite 

minds will never be able to fully comprehend God.  Eternity is not long enough to fully 

understand God.  That is great news because, it will be a joy to continue to discover 

new things about Him. 

Third,

Jesus is The Word of God.

Verse 13, “He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is 

The Word of God.”  Next week we are going to go in detail about this title.  But we can 

say here that Jesus is God’s mouthpiece and communication to us.  He is Word of God.  

Fourth, 

Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of lords.
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Verse 12, “His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems… 16, 

"On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.”  

Diadems are crowns that kings wear.  Kings generally wear one crown that represents 

their one kingdom.  Some kings like the king of Assyria or Babylon would have multiple 

crowns as a result of conquering other kings and nations.  

But no king wears all the crowns.  No king except The King of kings.  Psalm 2:1–5 

(NLT), "Why are the nations so angry? Why do they waste their time with futile plans? 2 

The kings of the earth prepare for battle; the rulers plot together against the Lord and 

against his anointed one. 3 “Let us break their chains,” they cry, “and free ourselves from 

slavery to God.” 4 But the one who rules in heaven laughs. The Lord scoffs at them. 5 

Then in anger he rebukes them, terrifying them with his fierce fury.”  All other kings will 

submit to Jesus Christ.

The first verse of the classic hymn, “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” speaks to 

Christ’s kingship.

“All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ Name! 

Let angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 

And crown Him Lord of all!”

Jesus is King over all kings and He is Lord, Ruler, Master over all lords.  There is no 

one greater than Jesus.  Is He your King?  Is He your Lord?   

This King.  This Lord is

The Lord is returning to judge and rule the world.

Verse 11, “Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it 

is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.”
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God has been waiting over 2,000 years for people to repent and bow the knee willingly.  

2 Peter 3:9 (ESV), “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, 

but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 

repentance.”  There will be a time when the door for repentance has been closed.  And 

it will go from repentance to judgment.    

The Lord will return when it is time to judge the world.  Jesus came to rescue the 

world the first time.  Now He will come to judge the world based on His righteousness- 

His perfection.  For those who have trusted in Christ already, you will not be 

condemned.  But for those who choose not to trust in Christ it will be very tragic.  

The Lord will return to make things right.  Christ’s second coming will usher in the 

next phase of His plan.  He will win the battle and then usher in a thousand year reign 

on earth.  Rev 20 speaks of this physical reign on earth.  The final phase will be the end 

of all things as we know it.  No more evil.  No more sadness.  No more death.  Forever 

in God’s presence on a new earth.       

If you spend time reading passages on the end times, it is important to know that we do 

not have all the details.  We cannot know for sure how things are going to play out.  

Remember God’s ways are different than our ways.  His understanding is unsearchable.    

If you were to poll all the Jewish scholars prior to and while Christ walked the earth, not 

one of them figured out God’s plan.  They could not imagine the promised Messiah 

would come and die in the way He did on a cross.  They didn’t get it.  There was 

mystery around Christ’s coming and death and resurrection.  

So if you read a book or hear from a scholar or Pastor and they speak as if they have 

the end times figured out be skeptical.  Be skeptical of people who tell you that this 

modern day event corresponds to a specific event prophesied.  Be skeptical when 

people say they know who the antichrist is.  Be very skeptical if people give you a date 

when Christ will return.   
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If you attend a play or a concert, you receive an order of service.  You can tell where 

you are in the program.  But God has not given us an exact chronological list of events 

to follow along as they occur.  Rather, He gave us pieces of the puzzle so that we will be 

motivated to search and study to try and understand more fully.

He gave us limited details so that we would be humble in what we think we know.  

Limited details also require us to exercise faith because we have to trust Him and be 

ready for what is to come.  

It is time to judge.  It is time to make things right.  And it is

Time to rescue His beloved people.     

Over the history of Christianity God’s enemies have persecuted and killed many 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  John saw the following, Revelation 6:9–11 (NLT), “When 

the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of all who had been 

martyred for the word of God and for being faithful in their testimony. 10 They shouted to 

the Lord and said, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you judge the 

people who belong to this world and avenge our blood for what they have done to us?” 

11 Then a white robe was given to each of them. And they were told to rest a little 

longer until the full number of their brothers and sisters—their fellow servants of 

Jesus who were to be martyred—had joined them.”  When enough of our brothers 

and sisters have been martyred, it will be time for Jesus to come.  

Prior to the final battle, God’s enemies will come together in unity to wage war against 

God’s people.  Revelation 16:13–14, 16 (NLT), “And I saw three evil spirits that looked 

like frogs leap from the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. 14 They 

are demonic spirits who work miracles and go out to all the rulers of the world to gather 

them for battle against the Lord on that great judgment day of God the Almighty…16 And 

the demonic spirits gathered all the rulers and their armies to a place with the Hebrew 

name Armageddon.”
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The location of this great battle is Armageddon.  It is a historic place where other Old 

Testament battles were fought.  This was the location of Gideon’s victory over the 

Midianites.  It was also the site of the death of Saul and his sons and the death of King 

Josiah.  

Here is a picture of this vast area.  It is said to be 375 

square miles.  A huge battle ground for a huge battle. 

Jesus will not return riding on a foal of a donkey but on 

a white horse.  With Him verse 14, “And the armies of 

heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were 

following him on white horses.”

Jude 14–15 (NLT), “Enoch, who lived in the seventh generation after Adam, prophesied 

about these people. He said, “Listen! The Lord is coming with countless thousands 

of his holy ones 15 to execute judgment on the people of the world. He will convict 

every person of all the ungodly things they have done and for all the insults that ungodly 

sinners have spoken against him.”

A powerful processional is coming to earth to meet evil face-to-face.  Jesus, wearing a 

robe dipped in blood- the blood of His enemies. 

Look at verse 15, “He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the 

Almighty.” (Rev. 19:15) Jesus will tread the winepress.  The process of harvesting 

grapes is in mind here.  Grapes were set in a vat like space.  People would stomp on 

the grapes with bare feet to release the juice.  The juice then drained out of the 

winepress through a hole on one end of the vat.  The bottom of their robes would be 

stained with red from the splattered grape juice.  

Imagine how much juice would splash up on one’s robe if the treading was done in 

anger?  
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The anger of God- a slow, patient anger for thousands of years will finally be unleashed 

by Jesus over those who chose the world over Him.  All roads do not lead to God.  All 

roads but one lead to destruction.  

Isaiah prophesied this event would occur.  Isaiah 63:1–6 (ESV), “Who is this who comes 

from Edom, in crimsoned garments from Bozrah, he who is splendid in his apparel, 

marching in the greatness of his strength? “It is I, speaking in righteousness, mighty to 

save.” 2 Why is your apparel red, and your garments like his who treads in the 

winepress? 3 “I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was 

with me; I trod them in my anger and trampled them in my wrath; their lifeblood 

spattered on my garments, and stained all my apparel. 4 For the day of vengeance was 

in my heart, and my year of redemption had come. 5 I looked, but there was no one to 

help; I was appalled, but there was no one to uphold; so my own arm brought me 

salvation, and my wrath upheld me. 6 I trampled down the peoples in my anger; I made 

them drunk in my wrath, and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.”  God’s righteous 

anger will be unleashed.  He will rid His creation of all evil.  He has spoken.

In the process of His anger poured out, God will be providing a supper for the birds of 

the air.  

In chapter 19, we notice that

There will be two suppers.

One supper will be glorious and full of joy.  It is the “Marriage supper of the Lamb” 

Revelation 19:7 (NLT), “Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him. For the 

time has come for the wedding feast of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself.”  

Revelation 19:9 (NLT), “And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who 

are invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb.” And he added, “These are true words that 

come from God.”

The other supper will be full of death.  It is called the “Great supper of God.”  

Revelation 19:17–19 (ESV), “Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud 
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voice he called to all the birds that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great 

supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, 

the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both 

small and great.” 19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies 

gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army.”

Those who seek to fight God are killed and their bodies are left out in the open.  To be 

left in the open and not buried was a very dishonorable end to one’s life.  No burial.  No 

funeral.  No honor.  Just scattered bodies all over left for the birds to eat.   

The end is not good for those who do not accept Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord.  

Oh that you would choose Jesus and be saved.  

How many of you have seen at least one Lord of the Rings movies?  Or one of the 

battle scenes?  These movies have huge battle scenes that bring to light what it might 

look like one day.  On one side is a myriad of evil soldiers eager to snuff out those who 

stand for good.  On the other side is the good army.  It looks greatly outnumbered.  

In this great battle at Armageddon, evil nations, kings, and armies led by the beast will 

come together for the sole purpose of stomping out Jesus and His followers.  Cue the 

suspenseful music that crescendos to heart pounding bass.  What is going to happen?  

Who is going to win?  How long will this battle last?  

Have you ever watched a movie and the end was anticlimactic?  That will be this battle.  

This battle will be won without a battle.  

The great battle is won by the Word of Jesus.

Revelation 19:15 (NLT), “From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the 

nations…  Revelation 19:19–21 (ESV), "And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth 

with their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and 

against his army. 20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its 
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presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of 

the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake 

of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the 

mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their 

flesh.”

John describes a sharp sword coming out of Jesus’ mouth.  It is not a literal sword.  The 

sword represents God’s Word.  Hebrews 4:12 (ESV), "For the word of God is living and 

active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, 

of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

The Word that spoke the universe into existence.  The Word that calmed the raging 

storm.  The Word that healed the sick, raised the dead, overpowered demons will win 

this great battle.  All Jesus has to do is speak a word and the battle is over.  

The Lord will not need any help from His followers sitting on their white horses.  

Revelation 17:14 (ESV), “They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer 

them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and 

chosen and faithful.”

Apple designed an app called shortcuts.  Shortcuts allows you to create a list of actions 

that will take place with the use of a short phrase.  For example, one shortcut allows the 

phone to: “Get directions home, send your ETA and start listening to the news for those 

who are commuting home after work.  All these steps take place at once, just by asking 

Siri.”  I don’t live too far from church so I don’t need this one.  But I do have one called 

“Say Cheese.”  When I say, “Hey siri, say cheese” the phone will open up the camera 

app and take a picture without me doing anything other than speaking.   

I think Jesus has a shortcut app that will capture the beast and the false prophet and 

throw them into the lake of fire and decimate the evil forces for the birds to feed on by 
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saying just one word.  Instead of asking Siri, He just says the word and the actions are 

completed.   

The wicked who have died throughout the history of the world up to this point are in 

hades.  It is a temporary place.  The final resting place for those who say no to Jesus is 

the lake of fire.  

Revelation 20:14–15 (ESV), “Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. 

This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written 

in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

The world will encounter Jesus.  And this encounter is either full of joy or trepidation.  If 

you know Jesus and are living for Him then His return ushers in eternal joy.  If you have 

said no to Jesus then His return ushers in eternal punishment and pain.

God will not relent.  His plan will not change.  He is not going to go soft and allow 

anyone into His eternal presence.  He is going to hold people accountable for what they 

believe about Jesus.  Philippians 2:9–11 (ESV), “Therefore God has highly exalted 

him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Every knee will bow before Jesus.  Either we bow to Him as Savior and Lord or as the 

Judge of our sins.  If you know Christ, your future is secure.  But what about others that 

are in your circle of influence?  Do you believe what God’s Word says about people’s 

destiny apart from Jesus?  If you believe it then there is a seriousness to making sure 

people hear the gospel.  

Impact List

Let’s pray, o.b.g.
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