
don’t care if my convictions or 
actions are in line with Moham-
med’s teachings or the Quran or 
not since I am not a Muslim.  
Same goes for the teachings of 

Buddha.  I don’t care if my be-
liefs, values and actions line up 
with his teachings or not.  I do 
not acknowledge their authority 
over my life.  Yet many secular 
people in our society – people 
who never attend church and 
claim no commitment to Christ 
or the Christian faith – nonethe-
less are eager to demonstrate 
that their position on a particular 

“The Gospel is not  
just the Good News  
of what Jesus Christ 

did FOR us 2000              
years ago –                                      

the Gospel is also the 
Good News of Who 

Jesus Christ is                           
IN us today.” 

Pastor Scott’s Perspective -“Following Christ apart from the Gospel” 

Cornerstone Connection 
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E V E N T S  

• Sept 5 AM Communion; 

Serve Fest 

• Sept 8 TeamKID & SOLID 

Youth Group Kick Off 

• Sept 9 Missions Meeting 

• Sept 11 Walk for Life 

• Sept 12 Outdoor Worship 

Service & Picnic 

• Sept 13 CBC Annual 

Blood Drive 

• Sept 19 New ABF & SS 

Classes Kick Off; DeWitt 

Youth Night Kick Off 

• Sept 21 MOMS Connect 

• Sept 26 Farewell Open 

House for the Colson 

Family 

• Sept 29 Jason Gray                

Concert 

Last Sunday morning, we dis-
cussed the danger of falling away 
from God- from not finishing 
well.  We saw in 1 Cor. 10:1-13, 
that though the Israelites were 
greatly blessed by God many of 
them fell away.  Verse 5, 
“Nevertheless, with most of 
them God was not pleased, for 
they were overthrown in the 
wilderness.”  
 
Apostle Paul understood the 
ramifications of falling away as a 
Christian that you could become 

disqualified- just like the Israel-
ites.  Before this section, Paul 
wrote in chapter 9, “All athletes 
are disciplined in their training. 
They do it to win a prize that 
will fade away, but we do it for 
an eternal prize. 26 So I run with 
purpose in every step. I am not 
just shadowboxing. 27 I discipline 
my body like an athlete, training 
it to do what it should. Other-
wise, I fear that after preaching 
to others I myself might be dis-
qualified.” 1 Corinthians 9:25–27 
(NLT) 

Paul was not referring to losing 
one’s salvation- to be disqualified 
from entering heaven.  He was 
referring to not finishing the 
Christian life well.  Paul didn’t 
want to run most of the race and 
then fall away and not finish and 
end up being disqualified from 
the rewards and prize of receiv-
ing the Lord’s praise, “Well done 
my good and faithful servant.”     
 
How did the Israelites fall off the 
edge of a cliff spiritually?  And 
how were the Corinthians then 

 (continued on Page 3) 

A Word From Pastor Mark 

issue is in line with Jesus’ life and 
teachings.  Curious.   
 
They may have no regard for 
many of Jesus’ teachings and 
even feel and demonstrate con-
tempt for some biblical Christian 
teachings, yet to prove they are 
right (or an opponent is wrong) 
on a particular issue, they will 
enlist one of Jesus’ teachings as 
support.  Curious.  “My position is 
more Christ-like than yours.”  “I am 
following the example of Jesus 
better than you are.”  “I am follow-
ing the teachings and commands of 
Jesus better than you are.”  If they 
do not acknowledge Jesus Christ 
as Lord, why does that matter? 
 
Some social justice progres-
sives are following Christ 
apart from the Gospel.  Does 
their activism spring from trust-
ing Jesus and his atoning death 
and bodily resurrection for their 
salvation from sin, death and 
hell?  Is all their hope in Jesus for 
eternal life in heaven?  Do they 
have assurance that Christ lives 
in them – that it is His love and 
compassion flowing through 

 (continued on Page 2) 

What does that even mean:  
following Christ apart from the 
Gospel? 
 
One thing that many people 
agree on – whether conservative 
or liberal Christians – or for that 
matter, whether Christians or 
non-Christians:  Christians should 
be like Jesus, act like Jesus, live like 
Jesus, love like Jesus.  And it seems 
that nearly everyone has an idea 
in their mind of what living like 
Jesus looks like.  And that con-
cept of Christ-likeness then ei-
ther becomes a goal to aspire to 
or a basis for a particular agenda 
or a weapon to judge and criti-
cize others.  
 
Have you noticed that even peo-
ple who would not claim to be 
devoted Christ-followers none-
theless like to enlist Jesus Christ 
as a supporter of their particular 
cause?  Or as a judge and critic 
of their political adversaries?  
“OUR agenda is more in line with 
Jesus’ teachings than THEIRS.”      
 
I have often found this to be a 
curious stance.  Personally, I 
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective (continued) 
them to others?  No.  They ei-
ther do not believe the Good 
News that Christ died for their 
sins and was raised from the 
dead on the third day as God’s 
only provision for the for-
giveness of our sins and eternal 
life – or if they do believe, that is 
not the driving motivation for 
their values and actions.  They 
believe in a cause, and they enlist 
Jesus Christ and some teaching 
of his to support their cause.  
They are more committed to a 
cause than to Jesus Christ.  To 
the extent they are following Christ 
at all, they are following Him apart 
from the Gospel – the Good News 
of God’s saving activity in Jesus 
Christ.   
 
There are also many con-
servative Christians who are 
following Christ apart from 
the Gospel.   
They are trying to become like 
Jesus apart from the Gospel.  
They are trying to live and love 
like Jesus apart from the Gospel.  
They are following Jesus in a 
similar way to the Twelve disci-
ples prior to Pentecost and the 
coming of the Holy Spirit.  They 
are attracted to His Person, His 
compassionate and grace-filled 
ministry, His wise and insightful 
teachings, His powerful miracles.  
They sincerely want to be with 
him and to become like him.  
They sincerely want to live and 
love like Jesus.  They try hard to 
be like Jesus.   
 
And they fail.  Again and again.  
No matter how hard they try, 
they don’t have what it takes to 
live and love like Jesus.  They 
study his teachings.  They try to 
obey his teachings.  They pray.  
They go to church.  They read 
the Bible.  They try not to sin.  

when someone receives Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord?  We 
receive the Holy Spirit.  The 
Holy Spirit ushers the life of the 
risen Christ into us to make us 
spiritually alive.  We are born 
again.  We are new creations.  
We enter the eternal realm and 
kingdom of the Father.   
 
NOW we can begin to live 
and love like Jesus – because 
His life and His love are flowing 
in and through us by His Spirit.  
NOW we can follow Christ 
WITH the Gospel – according to 
the Gospel -- consistent with the 
Gospel.  NOW we can follow 
Christ as we live in union with Him 
– He in us, and We in Him.  
Abiding in Christ.  Remaining in 
intimate fellowship with Christ.  
Drawing upon His life, His love, His 
energy, His vitality, His power, His 
compassion, His righteousness.  All 
of our words and actions flowing 
from this vital spiritual union 
with Jesus.  
 
Our identity is in Jesus.  Our 
strength is in Jesus.  Our hope is 
in Jesus.  Our life is in Jesus.  All 
of life lived from our union with 
Jesus.  We are in Christ, and Christ 
is in us.  Not only do we trust 
in what Jesus did FOR us to 
save us from our sins, we 
also rely on Christ IN us to 
empower us to live and love 
like Jesus. 
 
THAT is following Christ according 
to the Gospel.    
  

They try to live a moral life.  
They believe all the right things 
about Jesus.  They believe the 
core truths of the Gospel.  They 
are saved.   But they are following 
Christ apart from the Gospel.  
They are following Christ and 
trying to be like Jesus in their 
own strength.   
 
I know what that’s like.  I did it 
for about 10 years.  It’s frustrat-
ing.  It’s discouraging.  It carries 
with it a heavy burden of guilt 
and shame.  I knew and under-
stood and believed enough of the 
Gospel to be saved – but not 
enough to live and love like Je-
sus.   
 
The fact is, none of us has what it 
takes to live and love like Jesus.  
And the Gospel is not just 
the Good News of what Je-
sus Christ did FOR us 2000 
years ago – the Gospel is 
also the Good News of Who 
Jesus Christ is IN us today.   
 
How did Jesus become Christ-
like?  Through intimacy with the 
Father.  “You in me, and I in You.”  
How did Jesus describe the 
Christian life to his disciples?  
“You in Me, and I in you.”  What is 
the most common designation of 
the identity of a Christian?  In 
Christ.  Again and again in the 
NT.  A Christian is one who lives 
in union with Christ.  Christ lives 
in us, and we are in Christ – mem-
bers of His body.   
 
How did God give life to Adam?  
He breathed into him the breath 
of life.  And what did Jesus do to 
his disciples following his resur-
rection?  He breathed into them 
the Holy Spirit to give them 
spiritual life – the life of the new 
creation.  And what happens 
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over.  They present themselves and then you 
need to react.  Recognize them and look for 
the way of escape.     
 
There are also some self-inflicted tempta-
tions.  If you are placing things in your life 
that are a source of temptation, get rid of 
them.  For example, say you are choosing not 
to eat sweets.  But you have donuts sitting 
on the kitchen counter in plain sight.  To not 
get rid of the donuts is to set a trap for your-
self. 
    
We are running in the Christian race.  How 
are you doing running the race set before 
you?  Is only fitting God into your schedule 
for 75 minutes on Sunday watching the ser-
vice online or showing up in person running 
the race well? 
 
Are you running faithfully and with purpose?  
Are you taking steps in our vision?  Are you 
taking steps to become a disciple-maker?  
Are you committed to finish well?    
   
Run the race God has set before you.  Don’t 
veer off.  Be around your spiritual family that 
will cheer you on.  Don’t quit.  Don’t walk 
away.  Sacrifice now so that you can one day 
be honored by Jesus Himself and hear “Well 
done my good and faithful servant.  Enter 
into your rest.”   

- things that others have faced which really is 
good news.  It lets you know that you are 
not alone in what you are facing.  Others 
have also faced similar temptations.  And it is 
good news because there are people just like 
you who have overcome that temptation.  
That gives hope doesn’t it?     
 
Trust God that the temptation is not 
stronger than your ability to say no.  
“God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability.”  There are so 
many potential temptations in this life.  God 
will not to stop all of them.  Instead, He al-
lows some to occur but His goal is not for 
you to fail but to overcome it.  He is so com-
mitted that He doesn’t allow any temptation 
that is greater than your breaking point.  
When a temptation occurs you can say no to 
it. You are capable of winning.     
 
But God goes even further in His faithfulness 
to you.  God offers a way of escape.  “…
But with the temptation he will also provide 
the way of escape, that you may be able to 
endure it.”  God doesn’t expect you to stay 
in the presence of your temptations until 
they are no longer a temptation.  He offers a 
way of escape.  In any temptation, there is a 
way out.  There is always a way out- God 
says.  You just need to look for it.   
 
What temptations do you face?  Remember 
you are not alone in this.  God is working 
with you to overcome them.  There are 
some temptations that you have no control 

and the Cornerstonians now susceptible to 
falling away?  Verses 6-11 speak to the sins 
that were committed.  The Israelites fell be-
cause they kept disobeying God’s Do Nots.  
In the Christian life there is freedom.  But 
freedom does not mean you can do whatever 
you want.  There are still Do Nots to keep.  
And there are still consequences when we 
do not obey God’s Do Nots.   
 
The Israelites fell away.  The Corinthians 
were susceptible to falling away.  But Paul 
ends this challenging section with a verse of 
hope.  It is very helpful verse that is definitely 
worth memorizing.  Verse 13, “No tempta-
tion has overtaken you that is not common 
to man. God is faithful, and he will not let 
you be tempted beyond your ability, but with 
the temptation he will also provide the way 
of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 
 
Temptations are designed to tempt us to sin.  
Temptations don’t originate from God.  He 
doesn’t want anyone to sin.  James 1:13 
(NLT), “And remember, when you are being 
tempted, do not say, “God is tempting me.” 
God is never tempted to do wrong, and he 
never tempts anyone else.”  The main 
sources of temptation are: satan, the world, 
and ourselves.  Yes we can tempt ourselves.  
 
What good news can we learn from verse 13 
regarding temptations?  The temptations 
you face are not unique to you.  “No 
temptation has overtaken you that is not 
common to man.”  Temptations are common

Women’s Retreat is a time for ladies to be refreshed 
and rejuvenated in the presence of familiar friends and 
make some new friends. Enjoy all of this & more! 
 
Theme: Yesterday, Today, Forever 
 
When:  September 10-12 
 
Speaker: Cari Widdel 
 
Highlights 
Incredible worship and challenging messages are the 
cornerstone of the weekend. Saturday afternoon of-
fers  many choices. Sign up for a craft, a workshop or 
a turn on the rifle range! 
 
You can also canoe, take a walk around the lake, bicy-
cle, shop, head down the zip line, or visit the rifle 
range. The food is great plus you don't have to cook 
or clean up! For more information & registration, go 
online at www.pinelakecamps.org 

Women’s Retreat at Pine Lake 
Our annual picnic will once again be combined with an outdoor worship service this 
year.  The service will begin at 10:00 am on September 12th at the Outdoor 
Chapel at Grace Lutheran Camp in DeWitt.  There will be no Sunday School, ABF’s, 
or Children’s Church. The Outdoor Chapel has built-in benches but we encourage 
you to bring chairs or blankets to sit on should the benches be filled to capacity.  
Also, please allow time to get to the camp, park, and walk to the location.  Close 
parking will be reserved for those who need it. 
 
Following our worship service we will have a time of fellowship.  We encourage you 
to BYOP (bring your own picnic) for your family. CBC will provide beverages for 
everyone. We will have bounce houses for kids, family games to play, & some special 
prize drawings for the adults (must be present to win). 
 
**In case of inclement weather all activities will be held at Cornerstone’s  Eldridge Campus. 

Annual Outdoor Church Service & Picnic 
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My Sabbatical came and went - 

much more quickly than I had 

truly expected.  I had expected 
that after 3 or 4 weeks I would 

get this itch to return back to 

work, however that was not 
what happened.  The break was 

a wonderful time to take a differ-

ent pace in regards to spiritual 
fulfillment and feeding my rela-

tionship with God. 

 
So, what did I get out of that 

time?  Well, I learned a few 

things.  The first thing I learned is 
that I bit off more than I should 

have for my Sabbatical!  I had 

planned to read 3 books while 
on Sabbatical, one book for each 

week of the Sabbatical time.  I 

really enjoyed all three of the 
books I read, but they were a lot 

for me to digest in such a short 

period of time.   
 

The 1st book I read was Voddie 

Baucham’s Fault Lines.  Voddie 
and his family now live in Zam-

bia, so he is a little removed 

from the racial issues our coun-
try is experiencing.  However, as 

an African-American Baptist 

pastor he has a unique perspec-
tive regarding the issue of race.  I 

enjoyed all of the book, but what 

spoke to me most was his con-
tinual use of Scripture.  Voddie 

uses Scripture everywhere!  

When he speaks you come away 
with the sense that he is speak-

ing Scripture and not just his 

own opinions.  Voddie’s philoso-
phies and perspectives on sociol-

ogy are all informed by Scripture.  

In places where many would be 
willing to kowtow to the culture 

around us he insists on allowing 

Scripture to inform his perspec-
tives, proving that God’s Word 
truly is applicable to our lives - 

no matter what situation we may 
be facing.  If you are remotely 

interested in reading about Soci-

ology, Critical Race Theory and 
its origins, and about racial issues 

in the US - all from an overtly 

Christian perspective then you 
will enjoy this read. 

not just a rehashed version of 

Matt Redman’s book The Un-
quenchable Worshipper.  The 
Reset goes beyond the issues of 

the heart to addressing the 

praise, worship, and glory that is 
due our Great God.  It serves as 

an excellent tool in resetting the 

desires of our heart and orient-
ing it around the things of God. 

 

What else did I learn from my 
time on Sabbatical and vacation?  

I learned that you must be inten-

tional with your time with God.  
While I didn’t have any problems 
engaging in my daily devotions I 

did find it difficult to set aside 
extended periods of time to be 

in His presence, experiencing 

God further through extended 
prayer and meditation, worship-

ping in song, and other reading.  I 

had plans to engage with at least 
one of these categories each day 

of my Sabbatical but it was quite 

difficult - in large part because I 
had set a goal to do so much 

reading.   

 
I really did enjoy my time away.  

The ministry has its perks and it 

can also have its drawbacks.  We 
often carry the weight of minis-

try with us.  Even when we don’t 
realize it it’s still sitting there in 
our subconscious.  The oppor-

tunity to break from the normal 

routine and be refreshed was of 
tremendous value - I slept better 

and just felt lighter.  I love the 

ministry God has called me to 
and I love this body of believers.  

Cornerstone, thank you so much 

for allowing me the opportunity 
to take this Sabbatical and be 

refreshed! 

The 2nd book I read was Why 

Gender Matters by Leonard Sax.  

Sax has a Ph.D. and decades of 
experience as a Medical Doctor 

to draw from.  The 1st edition of 

this book came out in 2006 
when sociology was only begin-

ning to look at gender differ-

ences.  Back then it was pre-
sumed that differences between 

boys and girls were more about 

nurture rather than nature.  His 
years of experience have shown 

him that there are many areas of 

difference between boys and 
girls.  This isn’t exactly a popular 
notion today, but he highlights 

numerous studies throughout 
the book to make his point.  I 

should tell you this is NOT a 

Christian book.  In spite of this I 
really appreciated what Dr Sax 

had to say regarding gender dif-

ferences.  Teachers and educa-
tors will appreciate this book 

and it might help guide them in 

their approach to students and 
education.  The following point 

isn’t necessarily new to us, as a 
church, but a major point Dr Sax 
sets forth is children do need to 

learn that being a boy or girl 

doesn’t mean they are only al-
lowed to like certain things.  

Both genders can have a broader 

interest than our current society 
would lead us to believe and 

pushing beyond gender-based 

stereotypes is healthy for chil-
dren.  Boys aren’t the only ones 
who can like and participate in 

sports.  Girls aren’t the only 
ones who can appreciate the 

artistic facets of life.  

 
Those first two books really 

took a lot of thinking to process 

so I was relieved when I finished 
that 2nd one, knowing the 3rd 

book, The Reset, by Jeremy Rid-

dle would be much more enjoya-
ble and easy to read.  It served 

as a great reminder that leading 

worship is all about the heart.  
It’s not about all the tools that 
we have been blessed with in our 

day and age, but rather, it’s all 
about the heart.  This book is 



P A G E  5  V O L U M E  2 4 ,  I S S U E  3  

Pastor Steffan’s Reckless Obedience 
Odds and Ends. 
 
As was announced during a recent service, I 
will be stepping down as the associate pastor 
at Cornerstone effective March 31, 2022. 
 
Like most stories, we must start from the 
beginning to understand the ending. 
 
I was a late bloomer, not surrendering to 
Christ until my early 30s.  But even then, my 
growth in Christ was slow.  Well, maybe 
slow is not the right word, perhaps we 
should just say non-existent.  Sandy and I 
could not be faulted for missing church, we 
attended weekly, it is just that we chose 
which service to attend based on length – 
Saturday nights became our favorite as we 
could be in and out of the service in 30 
minutes or less (it was great, we could order 
from Domino’s on our way out of the house 
and be back before the pizza arrived!). 
 
Then we moved to Iowa (2005).   
 
Then we came to Cornerstone. 
 
Then we met the Holy Spirit. 
 
Then I began to grow.   
 
Biblical preaching from the pulpit.  Biblical 
teaching in ABF.  Biblical fellowship in Life 
Groups.  Biblical relationships with other 
believers.  That which I never understood 
became clear.  And although I still lacked the 
vocabulary to fully express what I knew 
about Jesus, for the first time in my life I 
knew that I knew Jesus.   
 
It was an exciting time in my life.  I had a 
beautiful wife1, three wonderful children, 
living in the house of our dreams, working 
the job of my dreams, and growing closer to 
Jesus with every passing day.  What else 
could I ask for?  Adding Jesus to my life 
seemed to make everything better, sweeter, 
brighter.   
 
But then I ran out of room.   
 
Work began to compete for the space in my 
life I had allotted to Jesus.  As did our chil-
dren.  As did our home.  As did every part of 
my non-church life, to include my sin.  Life 
became a series of negotiations, with the 
more time I spent on me and my life each 
day, the less time I had for Jesus and His life.  
Sundays remained His (mostly), but the rest 
of the week remained a crapshoot.  I could 
not understand why everyone else at Cor-
nerstone seemed to have this Christian thing 

Just as I was certain God was calling me into 
ministry at Cornerstone, so also was I certain 
that it would be only for a season.  From the 
beginning I understood that my time here 
would be brief, spanning the end of Pastor 
Scott’s ministry to the beginning of our new 
lead pastor’s ministry – a timespan I believed 
would be approximately five years.  A 
timespan that has been known to leadership 
for some time. 
 
On July 1, 2021, I celebrated my fifth anniver-
sary at Cornerstone.   
 
By January 1, 2022, we should have a new 
lead pastor in place.   
 
What was known from the beginning has 
come to pass. 
 
But what was not known at the beginning, 
that I believe is now known, is the “why.”  
Why was my call only five years?  Why was 
my tenure so short?  I believe God has re-
cently answered that question as well. 
 
Approximately one year ago I was diagnosed 
with a rare, incurable, blood cancer.  Alt-
hough not an immediate threat to my life, it 
will most likely shorten my life.  So, in step-
ping down in March, Sandy3 and I will be able 
to do “now” what we may not be able to do 
“later” as we are afforded the freedom that 
full-time ministry does not offer. 
 
Cornerstone will remain our home.  We will 
continue to attend.  We will continue to 
serve.  We will continue to grow. 
 
And, perhaps, most importantly, we will con-
tinue to follow the leading of the Spirit, trust-
ing in God and his goodness, really believing 
that what we believe is really real. 
 

1 Have.  Have.  I mean have a beautiful 
wife.   
2 At which any sense of hero worship of 
me by Connor ended, as he learned that 
at age 11 he could hit better, throw 
farther, and run faster than me…but I 
did dominate the other dads, well, one 
other dad, a grandpa actually. 
3 And you can take a breath, no need to 
panic, as Sandy will continue in her posi-
tion…but is looking for volunteers to 
teach Children’s Church™. 

figured out, yet I remained so clueless.  Eve-
ryone else always seemed so happy and con-
tent.  But all that I ever seemed to have were 
more questions. 
 
I know I knew Jesus.  I know I knew the Bi-
ble.  Why wasn’t my Christian life working? 
 
Then two things happened almost simultane-
ously.   
 
First – Connor and I attended our second 
FCA father/son baseball camp2.  The theme 
from that year (2009), “Unleash the Spirit.”  
We learned that the key to the victorious 
Christian life was not knowing more (even 
about Jesus) or doing more (even for Jesus).   
Rather, the key to the Christian life was 
about living as Jesus lived, wholly reliant on 
the power and presence of the Holy Spirit.  
That it is only in unleashing the Spirit of 
Christ that we can fully experience the pow-
er and presence of Christ.  At the conclusion 
of the camp, we were given a black wristband 
on which is written, “Unleash the Spirit” to 
wear as evidence of our commitment to this 
concept – a wristband I wear as I type this 
message. 
 
Second – I was confronted with a question 
that continues to echo throughout my life, 
touching every aspect of my life.  “Do you 
really believe that what you believe is really 
real?”  Read it again, maybe twice, I will wait. 
Do you really believe that what you believe is 
really real?  Do you really believe that God is 
who God claims to be?  Do you really believe 
that Jesus did what He claims to have done?   
Do you really believe that the very Spirit of 
God dwells within you? 
 
Really? 
 
Then live that way.  
 
Sensitive to the calling of the Spirit, trusting 
in the promises of God, with a desire to 
make known the person of Jesus, I began to 
live as if I really believed that what I believed 
was really real (note:  Sandy had been doing 
so for years, I just could never see it because 
I could never see beyond myself). 
 
And thus began a sequence of events (that I 
could never have envisioned) resulting in my 
occupying the office in which I now sit, next 
to the man I most admire, serving a congre-
gation with whom I have fallen in love…all 
which will soon be coming to an end.   
 
But this was the plan from the beginning. 
 

The beginning, middle, & end. 
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 Cornerstone Kids’ Connection, by Sandy Nass, DOCM 

I hope everyone had a great sum-
mer and you all were able to re-
connect with your families.   

 
This time of year, as school 
starts, is busy and exciting in 
the life of Cornerstone 
Kids’ ministries! 
 

TeamKID, our new Wednesday 
night discipleship program, will 
start meeting on September 8 at 
6:00p at Cornerstone Eldridge. If 
you have not registered your kids 
yet,  please do so online at https://
cornerstone-eldridge.org/
ministries/childrens-ministry/. 
We’re so excited about the new 
program! 
 
Promotion Sunday is September 19.  
Kids will move up to the next 
grade level in Children’s Church 
and Sunday School on that day. 
 
Children’s Church is open to kids 
who are two years - 2nd grade.  
3rd graders (and up) remain in the 
sanctuary during the sermon.  Par-
ents, the first couple of years kids 
stay in the worship service during 
the preaching of the Word are 
valuable in the discipleship of your 
kids.  These years are when you 
teach them how to engage with the 
sermon, something that will hope-
fully remain with them throughout 
their lifetimes.  There are kids’ 
sermon notes (on blue paper) in 
the foyers of both campuses, as 
well as, adult sermon notes, and a 
‘Tips for Helping Your Child Wor-
ship’ handout.  Remind your kids 
before you arrive at church what 

Giving to the General Fund (church 
budget) averaged $14,740 during the first 
four weeks of August (compared to 
budget of $17,642 per week).     
 
Thank you and God bless you for your 
continued financial support of the Lord’s 
work at Cornerstone. 

Church Financial 
Report 

your behavior expectations are for 
them during the worship service, 
and be sure to reward them when 
they do well! 
 
The Eldridge campus has age-level 
Sunday School classes in-between 
the two worship services from 9:45
-10:30, the same time as adult bible 
classes.  The groups, teachers, and 
curricula are as follows: 
 

→ Preschool (2 and 3-year-olds) - 
Greg and Jessie Freeman - les-
sons will align with The Gospel 
Project lessons used in Chil-
dren’s Church so that Corner-
stone's youngest kids are taught 
one passage of scripture 
throughout their morning at 
church. 

 

→ PreK and Kindergarten -  
Amanda Ranfeld and Madison 
Phipps - Jesus, what a Savior! is 
a study that teaches kids the 
truth that they, like all of us, 
need a savior and that God has 
freely given this gift to all who 
will receive it in Jesus! 

 

→ 1st and 2nd grades - Dennis and 
Melanie Glew - The ABCs of 
God is a study on the greatness 
and worth of God using the 
alphabet as a framework for 
learning the attributes of God. 

 

→ 3rd and 4th grades - Lee and 
Tracy Randall - In the Begin-
ning… Jesus is a chronological 
journey through the Bible look-
ing for key clues that point to 

Jesus and His death on the 
cross, revealing God’s redemp-
tive purposes from the begin-
ning of time. 

 

→ 5th and 6th grades - Larry and 
Mari Brewer - Bible study on 
the book of Genesis.  The 
Brewers will lead 5th and 6th 
graders in a Bible study on this 
most foundational book of the 
Bible - creation, the fall, and the 
beginning of God’s mission to 
rescue and restore His world. 

 
Parents, if you have not attended 
Sunday School in the past, please 
do!  Sunday School is the meat of 
our children’s discipleship at Cor-
nerstone.  It is the place where kids 
not only learn about God and His 
plan of redemption, but it is also 
the place where kids connect with 
like-minded adults and kids, both of 
which are extremely important as 
kids move into jr. high and high 
school. 
 
We hope to offer Sunday School at 
our DeWitt campus in the near 
future. 
 
If you have any questions about  
any of our ministries in            
Cornerstone Kids, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me:  
sandy.cornerstonekids@gmail.
com. 
 
May God continue to bless us as 
we raise the coming generation to 
know Him! 
 

C O R N E R S T O N E  C O N N E C T I O N  

SERVE Fest Schedule 
Please join our CBC family as we serve our local communities 
together. We strongly encourage that you attend the worship 
service at the church campus of the town you will be serving 
in. Registration/Sign-up is online. Contact Pastor Steffan or 
Pastor Mark for questions. 
 
Schedule for Sunday, September 5th:  

• 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. — Worship services at both                 
           campuses 

• 9:45 - 11:45 a.m. — Serve our communities 

• Noon — CBC luncheon served at both campuses 

mailto:sandy.cornerstonekids@gmail.com
mailto:sandy.cornerstonekids@gmail.com
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• Sept 8th SOLID Kick Off Night—Eldridge Campus 

• Sept 19th SOLID Kick Off—DeWitt Campus 

• Sept 29th 7:00 pm Jason Gray concert - No SOLID youth 
group  

• Oct 27th Harvest Party 

• Nov 12-13 Reality “Chaos to Clarity” Conference 

S.O.L.I.D. Upcoming Events 

S.O.L.I.D. Youth Group Update 
Summer is ending, school is back in session, & SOLID youth group will be kicking off soon at both 
of our CBC Campuses.  On September 8th at 7:00 pm at our CBC Eldridge Campus in the 
sanctuary and on September 19th at 6:00 pm at our CBC DeWitt Campus.  We invite all teens, 7th—12th grade, to 
join us as we engage in a new season of discipleship and growing deeper in our faith. 
 

→ At our CBC DeWitt campus, we will be meeting on Sunday evenings twice a month.  Since those dates can fluctu-
ate each month, please continue to check our newsletter calendar, check out our weekly upcoming events schedule 
on our MinistryOne app, and/or contact Pastor Mark to be added to his SOLID youth email list. 

 
Last year our DeWitt SOLID youth group did a study on the “Good Book.”  Even though some decisions are still being 
made on this year’s direction, we encourage teens at our DeWitt campus to join us for a time to dig into God’s 
word, a time of encouragement, & a time of fellowship with one another.  And for those teens at our Eldridge campus 
who might not be able to make it on Wednesday nights due to scheduling conflicts or for whatever reason, we invite 
you to join us in DeWitt on Sunday nights.   
 

→ At our CBC Eldridge campus our focus will be on “Truth”.  Last year we challenged teens to daily reading 
God’s word to become familiar with scripture & to get a better understanding of what is being spoken through 
the Word.  This year we will be showing teens how to dig for Truth within the Bible as well as seek out other 
valid resources to help them with their daily lives. 

  
We live in a world that is changing at a more rapid pace then…….say 5 years ago.  This pace is causing confusion & 
chaos for our teens. Society (the World) is using the naiveness of their young minds (and experiences) to draw them into 
something that is sinful & not Biblically correct all while appearing to be totally innocent and ok, even ok by Biblical 
standards. 
  
As in previous decades, society continues to justify sin and argue it’s point of view on many of these topics.  Point of view 
being their personal opinion, with of course, some facts and science mixed in to make it appear to be correct logic and/or 
absolute truth.  Thus once again continuing to cause confusion & chaos!  Another words, Satin is wrapping it up into a 
pretty package with a bow to entice more and more of our teenagers and lead them down a path of 
destruction. 
  
This year our goal is to combat against the confusion and chaos.  We want to continue to equip our 
teenagers with the tools needed to grow deeper and more secure in their faith. To give our teens a Godly 
understanding and perspective which is founded on the ABSOLUTE TRUTH -  the HOLY BIBLE.  
To know the truth, stand on the truth, feel confident in the truth, & live by the truth all while showing love 
& grace to those around us.  Setting the example of what it means to live as a Christ follower.  In addition 
we want to reassure teens they are not alone in this battle and there are lots of resources available to help 
them. 
 
In addition, we will be inviting teens to the Reality “Chaos to Clarity” conference in Minnesota on No-
vember 12-13.  The cost is $65 per teen. More information will be available the night of our kick off.  This 
conference addresses many of the topics that teens are dealing with as well as topics we will be discussing in 
youth group this next year. We encourage parents to talk to your teens about going. 
  
We ask for prayer as we tackle some pretty tough topics this year with our teens. Pray that 
we can present truth in a Godly way that’s loving to all who attend youth group.  Pray for 
God’s protection for the hearts and minds of our teens.  Pray for good in depth conversations 
during our small groups.  Pray for our youth leaders as they navigate through these topics and 
for the Holy Spirit to fill them with what they need as they disciple our teens.   
 
In closing, we challenge teens to make that commitment to join us faithfully each week, wheth-
er it be at our DeWitt or Eldridge Campus. God is calling you to draw closer to Him and giv-
ing you the opportunity to do so. Will you accept the challenge and God’s calling on your life? 

Bonfire &                            
Girls Night Pics 
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 Paul Hovey’s Discipleship Corner 

C O R N E R S T O N E  

The Truth vs. Narrative 
Truth may be one of the most 
neglected treasures of modern 
American culture.  Though there 
are claims that it is everywhere, 
it seems that it is nowhere to be 
found. 
 
In regards to truth, our culture 
talks in the language of narrative. 
The claim is that one’s story is 
‘truth’.  Narrative is truth even 
when it is in conflict with anoth-
er person’s story – or with reali-
ty.  This is just another permuta-
tion of relativism.  However, in 
the use of narrative, the power 
of language itself is what de-
mands cultural and moral au-
thority.   
 
Despite appearances, many voic-
es in our culture are not trying 
to communicate something 
meaningful.  Such leaders do not 
value language for the content of 
what it communicates, but for 
the effect it has on their audi-
ence.   Truth doesn’t matter.  
What does matter is the power 
of the perceived meaning of those 
words.  Speakers utilize their 
knowledge of their audience’s 
perceived understanding of 
words to advance whatever their 
cause may be.  The way people 
will respond to what is said is 
what matters.   
 
This is a subtle but powerful 
form of manipulation.  Commen-
tators and rhetoricians take the 
role of spin doctor to a whole 
new level by saying whatever 
they need to at the moment – be 
it the truth, a half-truth, or an 
outright lie – in order to get the 
response they need to advance 
their agendas.   
 
Many people in our culture are 
spun into dizziness by this activi-
ty, so much that they can barely 
identify up from down, let alone 
sift through the endless maze of 
word games.  I believe that most 
normal human beings like to be 
grounded in a place where the 
meaning of words is not only 
fixed and agreed upon, but firmly 
tethered to a reality that isn’t 
shifted by one person’s 
‘narrative.’   

ry that has no meaning or pow-
er.  The gospel cannot be over-
ridden by anyone’s narrative. 
 
This leads us to three commit-
ments.  First, as disciples we 
must live in God’s True Narra-
tive in our daily lives.  This 
means that we practice the life of 
a Christ follower, living as if He 
truly exists and makes a claim on 
our lives through the gospel of 
Christ.  Our lives look different 
in the True Narrative.  We for-
sake the world to live sacrificially 
for the eternal treasure of 
Christ. 
 
Second, while we maintain com-
passion and grace with those 
who aspire to live in their own 
subjective narratives, we invite 
them to live in the True Narra-
tive by believing that God exists 
and that they can know Him 
personally in Christ.  God gives 
reality its definition, design, and 
purpose.  We best love others 
by inviting them to live in the 
truth of the True Narrative of 
Christianity. 
 
Finally, we declare the True Nar-
rative of Christ as clear, correct, 
and compelling to a world that 
has rejected that Truth in favor 
of its own creation of an alter-
nate truth (Rom1:16-32).  We 
do not declare this Narrative as 
a conversation stopper, but as an 
invitation to know reality for 
what it is and align ourselves to 
it, both as individuals and a socie-
ty.  We declare that we will not 
conform to the world’s version 
of truth, but that we conform 
the will, purposes and ways of 
the One who created the world. 
 
As Christians who follow Christ 
and proclaim Him as the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life (Jn14:6), 
it can be disheartening and wea-
rying to stand up and proclaim 
Him as Truth in a culture that 
cherishes the equality of conflict-
ing narratives and the effect of 
words without meaning attached 
to them.  But do this we must. 

As Christ followers, we ought to 
be wary of the cultural language 
of narrative when it is used as a 
means of perpetuating falsehoods 
antithetical to the truth of the 
Bible and the Gospel.  As Chris-
tians, we can be particularly 
prone to being taken in or run 
over by unchristian cultural nar-
ratives because ours is a faith 
that essentially involves the de-
velopment of compassion, pa-
tience, and grace.  While admira-
ble in themselves, these traits 
can make us pushovers when 
they are not coupled with truth 
and conviction.  We can be com-
passionate, but we must also be 
unyielding on truth.   
 
One may object, saying that the 
gospel is itself a narrative, a story 
told.  It is true that the gospel is 
a story, but it is not narrative in 
the way our culture understands 
narrative.  When our culture 
uses the term ‘narrative’, it is 
effectively to stop the world 
outside the individual or move-
ment from critiquing and cor-
recting; narrative is unassailable.  
Contrary to this, the gospel is 
history, narrative grounded in 
reality.  It can be critiqued and 
assessed (and I believe proven 
true and reliable).  This story of 
reality forces people to reckon 
with it.  The gospel is not 
stopped by another’s narrative, 
or their desire to be free of cri-
tique or intrusion.  Rather, the 
gospel invites every person to re
-align their narrative with the 
True Narrative, God’s Narrative.   
 
Christians should never remove 
themselves from the objective 
reality that exists.  No one’s 
personal narrative can displace 
God’s True Narrative – not even 
our own.  Reality and the truth 
that corresponds to it starts with 
“In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the 
earth.”  (Genesis1:1).  Indeed, 
Paul communicates very strongly 
in 1Cor15:12-19 that the veraci-
ty of the gospel depends on it 
being objectively, externally and 
universally true.  The reason Paul 
says our faith would be futile is 
that without objective historical 
evidence the gospel is just a sto-

September 
Food Pantry 

Items 
 

“Cereal, side 
dishes, boxed 
potatoes, & 

cleaning                  
supplies” 

 

Please  place        
donated items 
on  the cart            
outside the 

nursery.  
 
Thank 
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sins”—He said to the paralytic, 11 “I say to 
you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your 
house.” 12 Immediately he arose, took up the 
bed, and went out in the presence of them all, 
so that all were amazed and glorified God, 
saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 
 
This paralytic was not able to get to Jesus by 
himself.  Don’t we all have times in our lives 
when we, or someone we know, have also 
been incapacitated, and not able to get into 
God’s presence and to His supply? Perhaps 
not physically, but emotionally, financially, 
spiritually, or attitudinally?  We all need 
friends who can help us along the way.  And 
we also need to be that friend, at times, to 
others.  When we pray for others, we are 
helping them to get into God’s presence and 
to His supply. 
 
Consider the certainty these 4 friends and the 
paralytic had in Jesus’ response. In the first 
place, they believed that Jesus would forgive 
them for making the hole in His roof! Plus, 
they hijacked Jesus’ morning agenda by inter-
rupting His preaching and teaching, putting an 
expectation on Him to heal.  What shameless 
boldness!  What persistence and importunity 
(quality of being offensively bold)!  Jesus loved 
it! (We know He took pleasure in it because it 

is impossible to please God without faith. Heb 
11:6) Jesus SAW their faith (verse 5) by their 
actions. Far from being offended, Jesus acted 
just as they were believing  “Again I say to you 
that if two of you agree on earth concerning 
anything that they ask, it will be done for them 
by My Father in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered together in My name, I am 
there in the midst of them.” (Matt 18:19-20) It 
isn’t so much the number of people praying, 
but that “we all reach unity in the faith.” (Eph 
4:13) In 1 Samuel 14:6-7, when Jonathan initi-
ated an attack against Philistines, he said to his 
armorbearer, “It may be that the LORD will 
work for us, for nothing can hinder 
the LORD from saving by many or by 
few.” 7 And his armor-bearer said to him, “Do 
all that is in your heart. Do as you wish.  Be-
hold, I am with you heart and soul.”  The two 
of them overcame 20 Philistines that day.  In 
prayer, find someone who can absolutely 
agree with you, like Jonathan and his armor-
bearer, or these 5 friends above. 
 
When we brothers and sisters in Christ band 
together in unity of faith, God commands a 
blessing there. (Psalm 133:1,3) “Behold, how 
good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity!  …for there the Lord com-
manded the blessing – life forevermore.” 

Band of Brothers in Faith 
Mark 2:1-12 And again He entered Caperna-
um after some days, and it was heard that He 
was in the house. 2 Immediately many gathered 
together, so that there was no longer room 
to receive them, not even near the door. And 
He preached the word to them. 3 Then they 
came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was 
carried by four men. 4 And when they could 
not come near Him because of the crowd, 
they uncovered the roof where He was. So 
when they had broken through, they let down 
the bed on which the paralytic was lying. 
 
5 When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the 
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.” 
 
6 And some of the scribes were sitting there 
and reasoning in their hearts, 7 “Why does 
this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?” 
 
8 But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His 
spirit that they reasoned thus within them-
selves, He said to them, “Why do you reason 
about these things in your hearts? 9 Which is 
easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your 
bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know that 
the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive 

One of the many blessings that comes from 
studying the Bible is knowing that God's 
word will continue to instruct, encourage, 
guide, and offer us hope.  Whether you are 
new to God's word or have read the Bible 
cover to cover a few times over many years 
of study, God's word will always provide you 
with new insight, new perspectives, and a 
renewed sense of communion with God. 2 
Timothy 3:16-17 tells us that "All Scripture is 
breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work." It is truly an awesome comfort 
knowing that our God, the creator of the 
universe, has  breathed out His word so that 
each one of us may be trained for righteous-
ness and that we may know Him better. 
 
If you would like to meet new people, visit 
with friends, and study God's word in a casu-
al setting, we would like to encourage you to 
join any one of our ABF classes that meet on 
Sunday mornings from 9:45 to 10:30 
(between 1st and 2nd services). The Fall 
term of ABF classes will begin on Sunday, 
September 19th and will continue through 

the end of December. Our ABF class options 
include verse-by-verse studies of the old and 
new testaments as well as classes designed 
around specific spiritual-based topics. While 
our ABF classes are interactive and offer 
opportunity for discussion, no body should 
ever fear being "put on the spot" during an 
ABF class. We understand that some are 
more comfortable speaking up and others 
are more comfortable learning by listening. 
 We welcome and encourage new believers 
as well as those who have been studying 
God's word for years. 
 

→ The Timothy Initiative (TTI)  
Learn the fundamentals of becoming a          
disciple who, in turn, makes disciples.                             
Location: Office Conference Room 
Course Instructor: Pastor Scott 
 

→ Walk Thru the Bible: Old Testament 
The books of Nehemiah &  Esther. 
Location: Room 215 
Course Instructor: Stan Howell 
 

→ Walk Thru the Bible: New Testament 
The books of I & II Thessalonians.  

New ABF Classes Kicking Off - Sept 19th 
Location: Room 216 
Course Instructor: Pastor Steffan Nass 
 

→ Foundations of Discipleship 
This course covers the essentials of disciple-
ship as we walk through Cornerstone’s Disci-
pleship Pathway.  Foundations of Discipleship 
is for anyone who desires to understand 
what we are called to as a disciple, or what 
we ought to teach others about the essen-
tials of discipleship.  
Location: TBD 
Course Instructors: Jeff Halterman 
 

→ Operating Out of a Gospel Identity 
When we became followers of Christ, we 
were given a new identity in Him. 
This Identity ought to be foundational to how 
we understand ourselves, and drive how we 
live.  In this course we will learn how to pur-
posefully live out of our gospel identities.  
Location: Room TBD 
Course Instructors: Paul Hovey 
 
*Room assignments may change based on num-
ber of participants. 



We invite you to Join Us on Sunday Mornings! 
 

Live Worship Services  
CBC Eldridge Campus -  8:15 & 10:45 a.m.  (775 E Le Claire Rd)   

 
CBC DeWitt Campus - 10:00 a.m.  (320 2nd Street) 

 
Live Streaming 

Simply go to our church website at cornernstone-eldridge.org and click on the campus site you wish to join. 
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We’re on the web! 
cornerstone-eldridge.org 

For all our Young at Heart friends, you will have 2 opportunities in the 
month of September to get of the house & join us for a fun time of 
fellowship (and of course yummy food).  Below are a few details of 
these upcoming events as well as one that will be in October.  We en-
courage you to mark you calendars now so you can join us for a great 
time together.  For planning purposes, please be sure to RSVP either 
Jim/Dee McGimpsey or Dan/Deb Allison for each of these event. 
 

→ Sept 14th: 9:30 am Breakfast at the Machine 
Shed 

→ Sept 24th: 5:00 pm Bonfire at the home of 
Dan & Deb Allison 

→ Oct 22nd: Trip to Balltown 
 
Continue to watch your emails for more details & reminders of these 
events. Contact our church office if you would like to be added to our 
email list. 

A Weekend to Remember                       
Marriage Conference 

Register now for a Weekend to Remember marriage 
conference.  A great marriage just doesn't happen.  We 
encourage you to consider taking  advantage of this op-
portunity to grow, learn, & strengthen your relationship 
with your spouse. 
 

October 1-3 in Cedar Rapids, IA 
 

IMPORTANT:  
Always register under our group name 

“CornerstoneBaptist” (one word) to insure scholarship 
credit for those in need.  

 

For more information contact                                      
Scott or Teresa Bivens: bivstikk@netins.net.   

Young at Heart Upcoming Events 


