
“Mary Magdalene and Thomas Encounter Jesus”

John 19:41–20:18; 20:19–20, 24-29

11.21.21

We have spent the series on “Encountering Jesus” in life stories prior to Christ’s 

resurrection.  This morning we are going to take a look at two lives that were forever 

solidified in Christ from an encounter with Jesus following His resurrection from the 

dead.  The first is Mary Magdalene.  The second is known as “Doubting” Thomas.  

Please turn with me to John 19:41.  Page 906 in the Red Bibles.  

“Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new 

tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So because of the Jewish day of 

Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 1 Now on the first 

day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw 

that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon 

Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have 

taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So 

Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of 

them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 

first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 

Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths 

lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 

cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the 

tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand 

the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their 

homes. 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to 

look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 

had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 

they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but 

she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
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weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 

“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, 

“Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have 

not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending 

to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things 

to her.”

Who was Mary Magdalene and how was her life changed after meeting Jesus?     

 

We don’t know a lot about:

Mary’s first encounter with Jesus.  

Mary’s last name wasn’t Magdalene.  People were often connected to a location to 

differentiate them from others with the same name. Magdala was a thriving town near 

the sea of Galilee.    In order to differentiate Mary from other Marys  that she kept 

company with she was called Mary of Magdala which later was called Magdalene- Mary 

Magdalene.  

The first time we meet Mary Magdalene is the account from the gospel of Luke.  Luke 

records in chapter 8 verses 1-2, “Soon afterward he (Jesus) went on through cities and 

villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve 

were with him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and 

infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out.”

Nowhere in the Bible is Mary Magdalene described as a prostitute. Her reputation as a 

reformed prostitute has no explicit biblical support.  Pope Gregory I (d. 604) was 

credited with this misinterpretation gaining traction by delivering a sermon that equated 

both Mary of Bethany and the anonymous hair-washing sinner woman (Luke 7:36-50) 

with Mary Magdalene. The  unnamed woman caught in adultery in John 7:53-8:11 was 
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also connected to Mary Magdalene.  The combination of these misinterpretation stuck 

to Mary.  But all we know for sure is that she was freed from 7 demons. 

Scripture doesn’t explain how Mary became possessed by 7 demons.  And scripture 

doesn't explain how Mary was impacted by demonic possession.  All that we know is 

that she had seven demons.  Seven is a lot of demons.    

When you are possessed by demons you fight with them for control.  Mary did not have 

complete control of her life.  She could not rescue herself.  There was little hope for a 

changed life.  There was little hope for victory in this.  She was destined to a lonely, 

troubled, hopeless life. 

You may not be like Mary, struggling with demon possession.  But maybe you are 

struggling with past regret, maybe you are struggling with people defining you by your 

sin,  maybe you are struggling with your purpose in life, maybe you have given up and 

wondering what’s the use?  Seek out Christ.  Encounter Him and His love and plan for 

you.  He is for you.  

Jesus saw Mary’s predicament and like He always did, He took authority over the 

demons and cast them out setting Mary free.  She experienced peace and a sane mind. 

Mary Magdalene became a disciple of Jesus.  From that day forward, 

Mary Magdalene was fully devoted to Jesus.  

We don’t know much about Mary’s life.  But we do know that once Jesus set her free, 

He was her life.  She followed Him as He healed others of their sicknesses, as He cast 

out demons from those possessed, as He raised people from the dead, as He taught 

them about the kingdom of God.  Mary witnessed extraordinary things walking with 

Jesus.
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She not only followed Jesus but also gave financially to support Him and the disciples.  

Luke 8:2–3 (ESV), "and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and 

infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and 

Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s household manager, and Susanna, and many 

others, who provided for them out of their means.”

 

Jesus was Mary’s life.  She had a Paul like passion.  Her motto would also be, “For to 

me to live is Christ.”  She followed Him.  She obeyed Him.  She served Him.  She loved 

Him. 

Mary was so committed to Jesus that she wasn’t scared off by His arrest by the Roman 

government.  When Jesus was arrested all but one of the 12 disciples scattered.  They 

were afraid.  But Mary loved Jesus so much she would not let fear keep her away from 

her Lord. 

Mary Magdalene witnessed most of the events surrounding the crucifixion of Jesus. She 

was present at the mock trial of Jesus.  Mary heard Pontius Pilate pronounce the death 

sentence.  She saw Jesus beaten and humiliated by the crowd.  Mary was one of the 

women who stood near Jesus during the crucifixion to try to comfort Him.

John 19:25 (ESV), “but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s 

sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.”

Mary Magdalene saw Jesus die.  She was distraught.  And she could not wait until after 

the sabbath to go see Jesus’ body in order to finish the proper burial procedures of a 

Jewish person’s body.   

John 20:1-2, “Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, 

while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So 

she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
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said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 

they have laid him.”

Early on Sunday morning, the day after the Sabbath, Mary Magdalene goes the tomb 

where Jesus had been three days earlier and the large stone was rolled away from the 

tomb.  The tomb was empty and the soldiers were gone.  

Mary was distraught because the grave was open.  She ran to tell the disciples that the 

huge stone covering the entrance was removed.  Peter and John took off running 

toward the tomb.  John outran Peter to the tomb and peeked inside.  The grave clothes 

were in the form of a body and yet Jesus was not there.  Peter went right inside and 

viewed the tomb.  The body was gone.  The grave clothes were still there and the face 

cloth was folded up in a place by itself.  

The Bible Knowledge Commentary writes, “Peter must have been thinking, “Why would 

a grave robber have left the clothes in this order? Why take the body of Jesus?” But 

John perceived that the missing body and the position of the grave clothes was not due 

to a robbery. He realized that Jesus had risen from the dead and had gone through the 

grave clothes. The tomb was open not to let Jesus’ body out but to let the disciples and 

the world see that He rose.”

The text says John believed after seeing the grave clothes.  Peter was unsure and they 

left to go home.  

But not Mary.  She stayed there in tears of anguish.  Jesus was her life. The person she 

so loved and was devoted to was dead.  And His body was gone.  Mary lost everything 

that mattered to her.    

How devoted are you to Jesus?  How much of your heart belongs to Him?  If 

Jesus was removed from your life completely, how much of a loss would you 

feel?  How would your life be different? 
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 As she stooped to look into the tomb for the first time she saw two angels.  The angels 

asked why she was crying?  She was distraught because Jesus’ body wasn't there.  

She had come early to finish the preparations for his burial.  But she couldn’t do it 

because the body was gone.  It was in her grief that

Jesus encounters Mary Magdalene after His resurrection.

Verse 14, “Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not 

know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 

you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 

carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus 

said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 

Teacher).

Who did Jesus choose who would be first to see Him after His resurrection?  Did He go 

to Peter, the leader of the 12 disciples?  No.  Did He go to John who believed after 

seeing the grave clothes that He was alive to honor his faith?  No.  Did He go to His 

own mother?  No.  

Of all the people Jesus could’ve chosen to visit first after His resurrection He chose 

Mary Magdalene.  Mary was face-to-face with the person who loved her the most and 

whom she loved with all her heart, soul, mind and strength.   

If you are listening online or are here in person and are somewhat skeptical of Jesus’ 

resurrection or the Bible.  Listen to the authors again of the The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary.  “That a woman would be the first to see Him is an evidence of Jesus’ 

electing love as well as a mark of the narrative’s historicity. No Jewish author in the 

ancient world would have invented a story with a woman as the first witness to this most 

important event.”  A woman’s testimony was not considered trustworthy.  It was not 

accepted in the courts of law.  And yet Jesus gave Mary the job to tell the others that He 

was alive.  
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The Jesus who transformed Mary’s life sees you in this crowd.  He sees your pain.  And 

He desires to touch you like He did Mary Magdalene. He desires to free you of your 

past.  He desires to cleanse you of all your sins.  He desires to make you new.  He 

desires to give you a great purpose to live for.  Do you want it?  Do you want Him?  

The second post resurrection encounter we are going to see is with Thomas.  

Thomas’ first encounter with Jesus.

There is no mention in the Bible of the first encounter with Jesus.  What we know is that 

Thomas was chosen as one of the 12 disciples.  Matthew 10:2–4 (ESV), "The names of 

the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; 

James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 

and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the 

Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.”

We also see that Thomas is also called the twin. John 20:24 (ESV), “Now Thomas, one 

of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.”  

Thomas only shows up a few times in the Bible.  One occurrence is John 11:16. Jesus 

was planning on going into an area where the Jewish leaders had tried to kill Him.  The 

disciples were concerned.  But Thomas seemed to show courage.  He spoke up and 

said, “John 11:16 (NLT), “Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, 

“Let’s go, too—and die with Jesus.”

Another occurrence is John 14.  Jesus said,“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in 

God, and trust also in me. 2 There is more than enough room in my Father’s home. If 

this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? 3 

When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me 

where I am. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.”  John 14:1–4 (NLT),
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Thomas was perplexed that Jesus was going to leave and had no idea where He would 

go.  So he spoke up.  John 14:5 (NLT), “No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We 

have no idea where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 

What was Jesus’ response?  John 14:6, “Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and 

the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”

Jesus was going to die and resurrect 3 days later and then go back to Heaven until He 

comes again.  The way to heaven is through Jesus.  He the only way to God.  He is 

absolute truth.  Real, lasting life on earth, eternal life to come is only found in Jesus.  

Turn with me to John 20:19–20, 24-25 (ESV), “On the evening of that day, the first day 

of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had 

said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when 

they saw the Lord… 24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my 

finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

All the disciples were in a locked room and all of a sudden Jesus is there in their 

presence.  Can you imagine how freaked out you might be when suddenly someone is 

in the room.  There was no warning or knocking at the door.

Jesus revealed Himself to the disciples but Thomas was not present.  Their testimony 

about seeing Jesus alive was insufficient for Thomas.  

Thomas had doubts that Jesus was alive.

Thomas needed to see the Lord with his own eyes in order to believe that Jesus rose 

again.  
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Doubt is natural.  Most people deal with all kinds of doubts.  At the beginning of each 

school year, it is natural to have doubt about doing well in school.  Before playing in a 

game or performing at a band/choir or in play, doubt creeps in and causes concern.  

When you just get hired for a job you have doubts if you will be able to do the job with 

excellence. 

For those who are married, I hope you had some doubts about your ability to make a 

lifetime commitment to your spouse before your wedding day.  For none of us had 

experience in a lifetime love commitment with a spouse before we said “I do.”  That is 

healthy to have doubt and apprehensive.  

But what about having doubts about God as a Christian?  Is it a sin to have doubts?

Doubt is natural.  We are made of dust.  We are grass that withers and falls away.    

God is not afraid when you doubt Him or His Word.  In a moment, we will look at how to 

deal with doubts.  

But first, what was Jesus’ attitude toward doubting Thomas?  We can see His response 

in

Jesus encounters Thomas after His resurrection.

Verse 26, "Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and 

put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”

Jesus knew what Thomas needed to believe.  So Jesus showed up and revealed 

Himself to Thomas.  He invites Thomas to touch nail pierced hands, to place his finger 

in the hole where the spear was jammed in Jesus’ side.  And then Jesus said to Thomas 

to no longer disbelieve but believe.  
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Thomas received what he needed to believe.  And Thomas proclaimed one of the most 

clear statements about his faith.  Verse 28, Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!”

Do you have confidence that Jesus is who He says He is?  If you struggle with doubt 

how can you help yourself?  Or if you don’t doubt, how can you help others when they 

do?

Here are a few action steps in dealing with doubt:

First, acknowledge to yourself or to the one doubting that it is natural for them to 

have those thoughts or feelings.  Don’t shame.  Extend grace.

Second, ask God to reveal Himself to help remove the doubt.  Encourage the person 

with doubts to ask God to reveal Himself.

Third, invest time and effort in seeking answers to your doubt.  Seek to better 

understand where it is coming from.  In helping others, listen to where their doubt is 

coming from and offer some resources but let them put the effort in thinking 

through the answers.   

Fourth, give yourself or the doubting person time.  Don’t be stressed when doubt is 

not removed quickly.  It takes time.  

Did you notice in the text how long Jesus waited before showing up to see Thomas?  

Eight days after visiting the other disciples.  Jesus gave Thomas time to reflect on what 

he heard from the disciples.  He gave Thomas time to potentially come to believe 

without seeing Jesus in person.   

Fifth, if you have struggled with doubt and found answers, use your testimony to help 

others.  Share how doubts helped you grow spiritually and closer to God.  
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It is often that spiritual growth as a believer results in response to doubt. Doubt drives 

you to study and seek resolution. Doubt also takes you to your knees in prayer, seeking 

assurance of God’s presence.  

God loves to show up.  Maybe not right away because He sees the value in you 

struggling to get answers to your doubt.  But God will show up.  Keep seeking His face 

for answers to your grief.    

Let’s pray  

o.b.g.
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