
“A Demon Possessed Man’s Encounter With Jesus”

Mark 5:1-20

10.31.21

Who do you know that is greater than Jesus?  Who do you know that is worth following 

more than Jesus?  Who do you know that is worth surrendering yourself to than Jesus?  

In our series “Encounters with Jesus” we have seen the Lord heal diseases and 

disabilities.  We have seen Him resurrect the dead.  This morning we are going to see 

Him overpower supernatural forces to rescue a man in great need.  

  

Mark 5:1–20 (ESV), “They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the 

Gerasenes. 2 And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him 

out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3 He lived among the tombs. And no one 

could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for he had often been bound with 

shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in 

pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and 

on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones. 6 And when 

he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7 And crying out with a loud 

voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 

adjure you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For he was saying to him, “Come out of the 

man, you unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My 

name is Legion, for we are many.” 10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them out 

of the country. 11 Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and they 

begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” 13 So he gave them 

permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, 

numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned 

in the sea. 14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people 

came to see what it was that had happened. 15 And they came to Jesus and saw the 

demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his 

right mind, and they were afraid. 16 And those who had seen it described to them what 
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had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 And they began to beg 

Jesus to depart from their region. 18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had 

been possessed with demons begged him that he might be with him. 19 And he did not 

permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord 

has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 And he went away and began 

to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone 

marveled.”

Let’s begin by

Understanding the demon possessed man’s situation.

This demon possessed man lived one of the most hopeless lives.  These demons 

alienated him from anyone who loved him and kept him from loving others.  He was so 

tormented that he was annexed to living among the tombs of the dead.    Night and day 

he cried out and cut himself with stones while walking among the graves and in the 

mountains.  

The townspeople tried to keep him under control by binding him with chains and 

shackles but the demons were too strong and broke the chains.  Verse 4, “No one had 

the strength to subdue him.”  The word “subdue” is used to describe the taming of a wild 

animal.  The man acted like a wild animal.  Sadly, no one in the town was able to to 

tame him.  The townspeople were afraid to go anywhere near the area.  

The man was a lost cause.  He was destined to a life of bondage and self-mutilation.     

This story is recorded in Matthew, Mark & Luke.  If you read all three accounts you will 

notice that Matthew records there were two demon possessed men.  Mark & Luke 

record just one.  

Is this a contradiction?  No.  Mark and Luke don’t record there was second because the 

first man was the main character of the story.  He ran up to Jesus.  The second demon 
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possessed man was more in the background.  Matthew mentions two but also focuses 

his story on the one that Mark & Luke wrote about.    

Who are demons and why are they our enemies?

Demons are fallen angels.  “Satan” is the personal name of the head of the demons.  

The name “Satan” is a Hebrew word that means “adversary.”  

Satan is a fallen angel from heaven. When Satan pridefully sought to receive worship 

due to God alone, God threw him out of heaven.  Isaiah 14:12-15, “How you are fallen 

from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn!   How you are cut down to the ground, you who 

laid the nations low! 13 You said in your heart, I will ascend to heaven; above the 

stars of God   I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in 

the far reaches of the north; 14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will 

make myself like the Most High.’  15 But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far 

reaches of the pit.”  One third of the angels in heaven chose to go with him.     

Satan is very intelligent but not omniscient.  He cannot read your mind. (2 Cor. 2:11).  

He is represented in many places but is not omnipresent (Rev. 12:7-9).  He is powerful 

but not omnipotent (Eph. 6:10-18).  He cannot do anything against the will of God (Job 

1:12; Luke 22:31).  Satan can be resisted (James 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:9). 

Satan and demons seek to destroy every work of God.  Their work includes: blinding 

unbelievers from the gospel.  2 Corinthians 4:4 (ESV), “In their case the god of this 

world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

Their tactics change once someone becomes a Christian.  They work at deceiving, 

generating doubt, providing opportunities for temptation, and using other means to keep 

us from being witnesses and useful for God’s work. 
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Ephesians 6:12 (NLT), “For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but 

against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this 

dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.”

 

Did you know that not every thought that comes to your mind is your own?  Eph 6:16- 

“In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 

flaming darts of the evil one.”  “Satan shoots “fiery darts” at our hearts and minds: 

doubts, lies, blasphemous thoughts, hateful thoughts among other things.

Regarding those fiery darts.  Neil Anderson & Steve Russo surveyed over 1200 

professing Christian high schoolers. Here are some responses from the survey:

• 47% have experienced a presence in their room (seen or heard) that scared    

them.

• 54% struggle with bad thoughts about God.

• 37% say it is mentally hard to pray and read their Bibles.

• 70% have heard “voices” in their head like their was a subconscious self talking 

to them, or struggled with very bad thoughts.

• 20% frequently have thoughts of suicide.

• 71% have thoughts that they are different from other people (“It works for others 

but not for me.”) Taken from The Bondage Breaker by Neil Anderson

It is so important to take our thoughts captive.  To make sure to know the author of the 

thought.  Any thought we have needs to be brought before Christ and His Word to 

determine if it is true.  2 Cor 10:4-5, “For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh 

but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty 

opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey 

Christ…”  Is the thought from God?  Accept it and think about it.  If it is from satan, 

refuse it.  If it is from yourself- question it as it could either be good or bad.  

Because Satan and his demons cannot be everywhere, they go after people who are 

seeking to know God or desiring to live for Him.  Have you ever noticed that when you 
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take steps of growth or make spiritual commitments that you experience troubles?  

Have you ever felt like you or a family member was under attack?  You are a threat so 

satan gets involved.     

There is much more we can talk about here but I don’t want it to get in the way of what 

ought to be our focus from this text.  The focus of our text is Jesus.  It is powerful and 

wonderful Jesus who sets a helpless man free.  

On the way to this area, a great storm arose on the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus was so 

exhausted that He was asleep on the boat.  The disciples, who had experienced many 

storms in their work were fearful of this storm.  In a panic, they awoke Jesus.  He 

rebuked the waves and calmed the storm with three words, “Peace!  Be still!”  The wind 

and sea obeyed.  

This storm was not going to get in the way of a divine appointment set up by God the 

Father. Jesus and the disciples beached their boat in the vicinity of the land of this 

demon possessed man. 

The location is called the Gerasenes now modern day Jordan.  [Show map] The 

location was a region predominately populated by Gentiles, as is perhaps shown by the 

presence of that herd of pigs.  Pigs were considered unclean and against Jewish laws 

to raise them. 

Jesus came to earth with several purposes.  This encounter represents one of God’s 

purposes.  1 John 3:8 (NLT), "But when people keep on sinning, it shows that they 

belong to the devil, who has been sinning since the beginning. But the Son of God 

came to destroy the works of the devil.”

Once He exits the boat

Jesus encounters the demon possessed man.
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Verse 2, “And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out 

of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit.”  Verse 6, “And when he saw Jesus from afar, 

he ran and fell down before him. 7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have 

you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not 

torment me.”

The demon controlled man fell down before Jesus and the evil spirits proclaimed clear 

doctrine about Jesus.  “Jesus, Son of the Most High God.”  The demons acknowledge 

Christ as the Son of God.  They know who He is and yet choose not to follow Him.   

The demons also know that Jesus has the power over their final judgment.  Demons 

know their time on this earth is fleeting.  They said to Jesus is verse 7, “I adjure you by 

God, do not torment me.”  Adjure means to swear an oath.  The demon was trying to 

make Jesus swear to God that He would not torment him. 

What torment awaits them?  Luke 8:31 (ESV), “And they begged him not to command 

them to depart into the abyss.” Demons know that the lake of fire awaits them.  That is 

their destiny.  When Jesus returns they will be separated forever from God’s new 

heavens and earth.  Revelation 20:10 (NLT), “Then the devil, who had deceived them, 

was thrown into the fiery lake of burning sulfur, joining the beast and the false prophet. 

There they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”

The demons’ only concern is the timing of the matter.  They say, “It’s not supposed to 

happen yet, is it?”  The Lord Jesus Christ is sovereign over all things- even the 

supernatural. 

Verse 9, “And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, 

for we are many.”  Jesus was not dealing with one demon; He was dealing with many 

demons.  
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The word legion refers to a military grouping that consists of over 6,000 foot soldiers 

and 700 horsemen.   

Was this man filled with more than 6,000 demons?  We don’t know.  We do know that 

there were a lot- based on what occurred with the 2,000 pigs.  

The demons didn’t want to be sent away to torment so they asked Jesus permission to 

enter them.  Look at verse 11, “Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the 

hillside, 12 and they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.”  Did 

you see that in the text?  They asked Jesus permission.  Christ is the one in authority.  

These powerful beings that were stronger than man made chains demonstrate that 

Jesus is in charge.  

Powerful demons are no match for Jesus.  

Demons need permission.  So they sought His permission to enter into the herd of pigs.  

Verse 13, “So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered 

the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into 

the sea and drowned in the sea.”

Jesus was going to remove the demons from the man.  They could no longer remain in 

him. Jesus chose to let the demons have their request and enter the pigs.  

The scene had to be quite terrifying.  Loud shrieking by demons as the exited the man 

and loud squealing by this huge herd of pigs once the demons entered them.  Demons 

seek to destroy so the natural response was to destroy their new hosts.  

Pigs are not like sheep.  If you get one sheep scared and running, the rest will take off 

even though they don’t know why.  Pigs don’t do that.  But in this case, the demons 

overpowered the pigs and sent them in unison to rush down the steep bank and drown.  

David Garland wrote, “These demons create fits of frenzy in whatever they inhabit, and 

the very thing they want to avert happens. The united legionary force is broken up as 
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the pigs, an animal without a herd instinct, begin to stampede, lemminglike, down the 

bank and into the waters, where both they are destroyed.”  

If you care about animals or you think about the losses endured by the owners of the 

pigs you might question if Jesus actually thought things through before saying yes to the 

demons.  

The text doesn’t explain why Jesus allowed the pigs to be destroyed.  But we can 

speculate a bit.  First, to Jews, pigs were considered unclean and despicable animals.  

What better place to send the unclean spirits than to enter unclean animals?  Jewish 

people who witnessed the scene probably rejoiced to see the pigs destroyed.  

Second, the reaction of the pigs demonstrated that Jesus sent the evils spirits into the 

pigs.  Swine are not naturally self-destructive.  For them to go drown themselves proved 

that evil spirits did leave the man and enter them.  

Third, it gave the townspeople an opportunity to consider the worth of the man vs. the 

pigs.  In a few moments we are going to see how they responded.    

What the townspeople could not do with chains and shackles, Jesus did with a word. He 

“tamed” the man’s heart and mind and soul by commanding the demons to leave.  Mark 

5:15 (ESV), “And they (herdsmen) came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, 

the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, and they 

were afraid.”

“The man was siting there, clothed and in his right mind.” What a great depiction of this 

man who was once more like an animal than a human.  Thanks to powerful Jesus, the 

man was now mentally healthy and clothed and able to engage others. 

The man was set free.  The man now had a life to live with so much potential.  What is 

impossible for man is easy for God. 
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What incredible joy the townspeople must’ve felt to see this man completely free.  What 

appreciation the people must’ve felt to know that Jesus rid the area of this dangerous 

man.  What excitement the people must’ve felt to think that Jesus might enter the other 

ten cities and heal the people of their sicknesses and diseases.  

How did the townspeople respond to this miracle?

The townspeople were afraid and begged Jesus to leave.

Verse 14, “The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came 

to see what it was that had happened. 15 And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-

possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right 

mind, and they were afraid. 16 And those who had seen it described to them what had 

happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 And they began to beg 

Jesus to depart from their region.”

Notice the word beg here.  It is the second time it has been used in this passage.  First, 

the demons begged to be sent to the pigs.  Now the people begged Jesus to leave.  

Why?  We can surmise that they were afraid of Jesus and what His presence might do 

in their cities.  He already got rid of 2,000 pigs.  What else is He going to rid the people 

of?  The people seemed to care more about the material things- the pigs than this once 

troubled human being.  

Satan is behind any devaluing of human life.  When you value animals or money or 

cars or other material things over people you are devaluing God’s greatest creation-

people made in His image.  That is an unbiblical perspective.    

Jesus didn’t fight the people’s request.  Jesus created and owns the land but He didn’t 

force His rights to be there.  Instead, He got back into the boat to leave.  
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Verse 18, “As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with 

demons begged him that he might be with him. 19 And he did not permit him…”

The demons begged Jesus for He was in charge.  The townspeople begged Jesus for 

He was in charge.  Now the man begs Jesus to join Him.  Surely, Jesus would say yes.  

Being with Him would be so much better for the man’s spiritual development than being 

in this spiritually dark area with the people who have rejected Jesus.  But.  

Jesus denied the man’s request to join Him.  

The man begged to go with Jesus.  But Jesus had other plans for him.  Verse 19, “And 

he (Jesus) did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them 

how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 And he 

went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, 

and everyone marveled.”

The man had a life prior to being demonized.  Jesus told him to go back to them and be 

a witness of what Jesus had done.  The man would be Jesus’ witness where there were 

no other converts.  He would be a missionary to an unreached area.      

Talk about receiving a purpose.  This man became one of the earliest missionaries to 

the Gentiles. Jesus had to leave, but the man remained and bore faithful witness to the 

grace and power of Jesus Christ.

Based on archeological information, “At least eleven churches have been discovered 

in ancient Gerasa.  Some of these supplanted earlier pagan temples and shrines and 

took over their facilities, and one church is superimposed upon a Jewish synagogue. 

Many inscriptions bear witness to the powerful hold Christianity gained in the city. In the 

central pavilion of the hippodrome, for example, there was found an ornamented block.  

In the center was a larger cross with the following inscription in the four angles: "There 

is one God, Christ conquers.” (https://www.ministrymagazine.org/archive/1958/02/with-

paul-in-athens)

What can we take away from this amazing encounter?  
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Application:

Be alert to the devil’s schemes.  The devil wants to ruin you.  He wants to do 

whatever he can to keep you from making a difference.  He wants you to think that God 

doesn’t care about you or that you have done too much to be forgiven or will never be 

accepted by God.  Take every thought captive.  Make sure the thoughts you think are 

true and right and loving.  

Make sure you are keeping short accounts with Jesus and surrendered to His Spirit so 

that you can see the schemes and be empowered to resist the devil.  When you resist 

the devil he will flee from you.  

Choose Jesus over the evil one.  

There are two roads in life.  The road that leads to Jesus and real, lasting life and the 

road that leads away from Jesus and to destruction.  The road to destruction may sound 

more fun but it rips you apart internally.  

The devil brings internal division; Jesus brings wholeness.  The devil says you have no 

purpose in life; Jesus created you and freed you to fulfill your purpose.  Who are you 

going to listen to and follow?  

Jesus is so powerful and yet so approachable.  

Who else could heal a leper or give sight to a blind man?  Who else could resurrect 

someone from the dead or free a man captive to a legion of demons?  There is no one 

other than Jesus.  This powerful Jesus that makes demons shudder in fear is incredibly 

gentle and approachable.  

Come to Jesus.  Share your cares and concerns.  There is nothing too small or nothing 

too big that He isn’t interested in hearing.  He desires an encounter with you.  Do you 

want it with Him?   
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And this Jesus who is powerful and approachable has you living where you are.  He 

wants to use you to reach those around you.  Who needs to hear your testimony of the 

mercy of Jesus?  

Let’s pray

o.b.g.
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