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It’s no secret that there are a number of things in my life that I love to talk 

about and which begin with the letter C.  It has become a sort of game for 

some to count how many of these get inserted into my sermons as illustrations 

and then let me know which ones I missed!  The 4 Cs are CrossFit, Cycling, 

Chipotle, and cats.  The other day it was suggested that I add the Chiefs to 

this list and make it 5 Cs, but alas I’m not too thrilled with the Chiefs right 

now so they won’t be added to the list at this time.  Now why do I tell others 

about these things?  I tell others about these things because I want everybody 

to know how great my experiences are with them and I want everybody else to

be able to experience these things themselves.  They are important to me so I 

talk about them to other people.

This morning we’re going to be in John 4 so go ahead and turn there as we will

be reading much of this chapter.  If you are using one of our Bibles there in 

front of you John 4 is found on page 888.

The setting for today’s message is early in Jesus’ public ministry.  We don’t 

really know anything about Jesus between the ages of 12 and 30, but we do 

know His first few months of public ministry were quite eventful.  He was 

baptized, sent out into the desert to be tempted, and performed His first 

recorded miracle by turning water into wine at a wedding in Cana.  Shortly 

after that he cleared the Temple courts of the money changers.

Also, John the Baptist had recently been arrested and Jesus’ association and 

familial relationship to John the Baptist would likely mean the authorities 

would be after Him as well.  Jesus’ reputation was starting to grow so heading 

back north to Galilee would be the safest option.  After all you don’t clear the 

money changers from the Temple and continue flying under the radar!

Looking now at Jesus passing through Samaria.  This is John 4.1-6
4 1 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and 

baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his

disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to pass through 
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Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the "eld that Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his 

journey, was sitting beside the well.  It was about the sixth hour.

In the New Testament we occasionally come across the region of Samaria.  The

most popular instance of course is the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  Jesus 

used this parable to talk about how the least likely person to help a severely 

wounded man showed himself to be a true neighbor.  We read that parable 

and think we understand the point, but it’s still easy for us to miss how much 

animosity existed between the Jews and Samaritans. 

The Samaritans were people who had originally been part of the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel.  In the Old Testament they are only mentioned once, and 

it’s not in a good light (2 Kings 17.29), but the lands of Ephraim and Manasseh 

are where they lived – they are descended from the tribes of Joseph.  In the 

year 722 BC they were exiled into Assyria.  The region was then repopulated 

with people from throughout the Assyrian Empire (2 Kings 17.23-24).  Those 

who had not been exiled from the land now mixed with the Persians and other 

conquered peoples.  This, of course, led to intermarrying and pagan idolatry 

during the time of Jeroboam.  They eventually returned back to Judaism and 

began to follow biblical laws and adhere to the faith of the Patriarchs.

In 539 BC King Cyrus gave a decree that allowed Jews to go back to resettle 

the entire land.  The Samaritans, now followers of Yahweh, expected to be 

able to aid in the reconstruction of Jerusalem and the Temple but Ezra 4 tells 

us their offer was firmly rejected.  As you can guess this renewed the rift 

between the 2 kingdoms, leading Samaria to build its own temple on Mount 

Gerizim.  They rejected Jerusalem as well as all Scripture outside of the 

Pentateuch, the first 5 books of the Bible, because they believed all the other 

books focused too much on Jerusalem and the line of Davidic kingship.

To add insult to injury, in the year 128 BC, the Jews attacked and destroyed 

Shechem and the temple on Mount Gerizim.  By Jesus’ time there is great 

animosity from hundreds of years of conflict between these 2 groups.

Show Map of Jesus’ route: https://medium.com/nutsandboltsofbible/the-
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story-of-the-samaritan-retold-1521cb4f8482

Religious Jews traveling between Galilee and Jerusalem would usually go 

around the region of Samaria, either to the West along the Mediterranean or to

the East, crossing the Jordan River - as shown by the gray arrow.  Doing this 

could add days to their trip, but the strict Pharisees so despised the 

Samaritans that they actually preferred crossing into unclean Gentile territory 

rather than saving time and passing through Samaria.   

Jesus takes this route illustrated by the green arrow.  He is well aware that it 

could place him in contact with Samaritans, but He’s not concerned for that 

because He isn’t beholden the laws of the Pharisees.  In fact, instead of being 

tainted by something unclean, Jesus would, instead, make that thing holy due 

to His own holiness being transferred to it.  (TAKE DOWN SLIDE MAP)

In verse 4 it said that “he had to pass through Samaria.”  This doesn’t mean 

that He was forced to go the route He didn’t want to travel on, but rather that

He was being led to do something.  He had a divine appointment; the Father 

had orchestrated this moment and Jesus was going to be obedient to the 

Father’s will.  His disciples went into the city of Askar (Old Testament 

Shechem) to buy food, so Jesus took a break at a well.

Jesus was sitting alone at this well and a woman walked up so He began a 

conversation with her about Living water. (Verses 7-15.)

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water.  Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 

(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said 

to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For 

Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of 

God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, 

and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have 

nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep.  Where do you get that living water? 12 

Are you greater than our father Jacob?  He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as

did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water 

will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 

thirsty again.  The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I 

will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”
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Of course Jesus is thirsty but satisfying His thirst isn’t His true intent here in 

this exchange.  Jesus’ purpose is to reveal Himself and the salvation He offers 

to those in need of it.  His being a Jew and her being a Samaritan is one issue, 

but He’s also committing another cultural faux pax – he, a single man, is 

talking to a woman – a woman of questionable morals at that!  Men would 

never talk to a woman in public, even if it was his wife.  If anyone saw him 

talking to her they might question Jesus’ moral standing so the fact He says 

anything to her at all is quite a shock.

When Jesus began to tell her about His water she was confounded as to how 

He was going to provide such living water.  How would He draw any water from

a well as deep as this?  Does He know of some special nearby spring that she 

doesn’t know about?  Surely this man isn’t greater than her ancestor Jacob, 

who dug this well and nourished himself, his family, and livestock from it.  If 

any water was special it would be the water from this well!

The mention of living water would have brought up in her thoughts of a spring 

that is continually running, but of course, that’s not what Jesus is has in mind.

“Living water” is salvation in all its fullness – the forgiveness of sin as well as 

the ability and desire to live an obedient life that glorifies God.  

She was probably a bit skeptical as to what would actually happen but she took

Him up on His offer of living water, on the off chance she won’t ever be thirsty

again and won’t have to come back to draw water from the well.  

In verses 16-18 her past is Exposed.  

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered 

him, “I have no husband.”  Jesus said to her,  “You are right in saying, ‘I have no hus-

band’; 18 for you have had "ve husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. 

What you have said is true.”

Everything up to this point has been general niceties, smalltalk of sorts.  Now 

Jesus gets down to business.  You can imagine her shock when this stranger 

suddenly begins to tell her about her life and past.  She could have gone to the

wells closer to where she lived but she chose this one outside of town instead 
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so she could avoid people.  She wanted to avoid the potential ridicule and 

judgment that could come by drawing water with all the other women.  She 

probably felt herself too far gone; there was no fix for her plight and by going 

at noon she ensures that she can avoid further pain.  Yet here this Jewish man 

is asking her for a drink of water, only to offer her a drink of water, and then 

renumerate her moral failings.

But, when a complete stranger knows such details about your life then you 

take notice.

A new way to worship In verses 19-26 we begin to see what’s in her heart.  

Perhaps in a moment of clarity or in a moment of desperation – desperate to 

change the topic off of her moral failings she says in verse 19...

19 ... “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, 

but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said 

to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we 

worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is 

now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 

Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship 

him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is

coming (he who is called Christ).  When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus 

said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”

The Samaritans built their own temple on Mount Gerizim (instead of on Mt Ebal

Deut 27.4), and created their own tradition that called for people to worship 

there, rather than in Jerusalem.  Though that temple had already been 

destroyed by the time of this exchange the tradition of worshiping there had 

been well established.  Samaritan Scripture claimed it was the place where 

Joshua had built an altar after the Israelites conquered the cities of Jericho 

and Ai.  Also, given Mt Gerizim’s close proximity to Jacob’s well it seemed to 

be just as good of a place as any for worship or did they have to go to 

Jerusalem as the Jews believed?

They didn’t have to worship at either place!  Jesus informed her of a new 

era, one in which people would not be bound to a specific location and would 

“worship in spirit and truth.”  The former systems required people to worship 
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a certain way, by going through certain rituals at their respective temples.  

These externals would soon be eliminated because Jesus, the Messiah, had 

arrived.  The nature of worship was about to change from external 

appearances to prioritizing the internal motives.

There are varying opinions on this, but it is my belief that this is not about the 

Holy Spirit and truth.  Yes, the Holy Spirit enables us to worship, but the spirit 

mentioned here is what is inside of us, our human spirit.  Jesus was saying 

worship is being transformed from those external things of ceremonies and 

Temple worship - it must now be from the heart.  To go along with that the 

statement “God is spirit” is a classic description of the nature of God and is 

not a reference to the Holy Spirit.  God is not some exalted man; He is the 

invisible God whom no one can see (Col 1.15; 1 Tim 1.17; Heb 11.27)(1 Tim 

6.16; Ex 33.20; John 1.18; 6.46).

The new way to worship would now be from the heart, the human spirit 

communing with God.  When our spirit communes with God it does so in truth –

revealing the deepest and truest parts of our nature.  When King David 

realized the depth of his sin with Bathsheba he knew, even then, that God 

wanted more than the externals, that God wanted his heart.  He wrote in 

Psalm 51.16-17 16 For you will not delight in sacri"ce, or I would give it; you will not 

be pleased with a burnt offering. 17 The sacri"ces of God are a broken spirit; a broken 

and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  Sure the Law required sacrifices but

it was David’s heart that God was after. 

Do you ever feel like you’re just going through the motions?  We have all these

symbols, signs, and labels – things that we often wear proudly.  Baptist, 

Catholic, Lutheran.  We tithe to the Lord, we read the Bible every day, go to 

church every week.  We hold all the right beliefs as though those were the 

true sign of whether or not we are truly followers of Christ.  We too can get 

stuck in the routines and allow those things to become the end.  We might end

up making worship about the rites and rituals, rather than seeing past them to 

the thing they point to - God.  God wants our hearts engaged in worship.

Next we look at being Transformed by the Messiah.
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The conversation is getting deep now.  Barriers are being broken down – not 

just cultural, but spiritual barriers as well.  As Jesus began to unfold what this 

new era would look like the woman brought up an even deeper topic, she said 

to Him 25 ... “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ).  When he comes, 

he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” VERSE 28 28 

So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 

“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did.  Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went 

out of the town and were coming to him.

Though the Samaritans had excised the vast majority of the Scriptures she still 

had an expectation of the Messiah.  She believed, according to Deuteronomy 

18.18, that a prophet would come and speak the truth, the very words of God. 

Perhaps He could explain what proper worship is?

In Greek Jesus’ response is Ego eimi.  Simply put “I exist” or “I Am.”  By using 

the statement “I am” Jesus is recalling how God revealed Himself to Moses – 

thereby declaring Himself to be that same God.  In Jerusalem Jesus would 

not have made such a strong statement regarding His identity as the Messiah, 

but here in Samaria, sheltered from the turmoil and political unrest of 

Jerusalem, Jesus clearly identified himself to the woman.  There can be no 

mistake – she understood that He had proclaimed Himself to be the Messiah.  

She was elated at her new discovery.  This was life-changing so she dropped 

her water and ran back into Sychar to tell everyone.  She had wanted to avoid 

people and conversations about her sinful past, but now something powerful 

has happened in her life and she can’t help but tell others about it, she wants 

everybody to know.  The very thing she didn’t want to talk about, her past, 

has now become a tool for God’s working.

Verses 39-42 39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 

woman's testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to 

him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more 

believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of 

what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 

indeed the Savior of the world.”
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The Samaritans, perhaps the least likely people of all, realized that Jesus is 

the Savior of the world.

Our own personal testimony can be a powerful tool in sharing the truth with 

others and God used this woman’s testimony to cause others to believe.  Then,

after they had spent time with Jesus themselves, His identity was further 

confirmed to them.  They had come to believe that Jesus was, indeed, the 

Savior of the world, and His salvation was on offer not only to His brethren, 

the Jews, but also to those who were not even recognized as God’s people.  

This foreshadowed the work Christ’s salvation would ultimately bring in 

reaching people all around the world.

I love this encounter with Jesus and hope that you have a deeper appreciation 

for it as well, but now we ask: so what?  What does this mean?  How does this 

apply to me?  Does this have any bearing on my discipleship?

Well, here are some great ways for us to Grow in discipleship:

• Place your faith in Him.  Have you been hesitating to step over that line 

of faith?  Maybe you’ve been coming for awhile now and things are starting 

to make sense to you.  You’re beginning to sort out who Jesus is but haven’t

yet stepped over the line of faith.  Perhaps today is the day you say “Jesus, 

I trust You.  I confess to you I am a sinner and cannot save myself.  I believe

you came into this world and died for my sin.  I receive you into my life and

choose to follow you from this day forward.”

• Allow God to redeem your past.  He can taken the broken things and use

those for His glory.  Be honest with Him and let Him wash you and renew 

you.

• Develop your personal testimony When we talk about this it can be easy 

to think that we need to develop some long personal testimony about every 

transgression we’ve committed, but that’s not what it needs to be.  We call

this an elevator testimony – something short and succinct that you can share

in less than 3 minutes.  Once you do this you may begin to see...

• Recognize open doors to tell others about Jesus God often works in 

places where we don’t expect it.  Sometimes it’s the person you’d least 

expect to be receptive to the Gospel.  When God opens a door of 

opportunity walk through it and...
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• Let your heart overflow with living water (John 7.38) by being filled 

with the Holy Spirit 

~Let’s all bow our heads and close our eyes~

God, we thank You that you use the broken, the outcast for Your purposes.  

None of us is too far gone to not be a tool in your hands.  For those who have 

yet to commit to you I pray that your Holy Spirit would convict them and give 

them a desire to place their faith in You.

For those who are already followers of You we pray that you would open doors 

of opportunity for us to share You with others.  We pray for boldness and 

courage.  We pray for wisdom and discernment to handle any questions that 

may arise.  We pray for lives added to Your kingdom!

In Jesus’ name – Amen.  

Elders and Deacons who are assisting with Communion this morning may come 

forward.
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