
“Will You Accept the Lord’s Invitation?”

Mk 10:17-22; Mk 2:13-17

10.10.21

How would you respond if Jesus was physically present and looked you in the eyes and 

audibly said to you, “Come and follow Me?”  Would you give up your present position in 

your life?  Would you drop your source of income in order to experience daily life with 

Jesus?  Would you discard your dreams in order to follow Him? 

In our continuing series titled “Encounters With Jesus” we are going to look at two 

encounters where Jesus invites the hearers to “Come and follow Me.”  We are going to 

see two different responses to this invitation.    

The first encounter we will discuss is between Jesus and a rich young man.  The 

second encounter is between Jesus and a tax collector.  Turn with me to Mark chapter 

10 starting with verse 17 for the story about the first encounter.  It is page 846 in the 

Red Bibles underneath the chairs.

Mark 10:17–22 (ESV), "And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and 

knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 

And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 

You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do 

not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20 And he said 

to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, 

loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the 

poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by 

the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.”

In order to understand the man who encountered Jesus, it is important to know:

The man’s background.
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This encounter with Jesus is found in three of the four gospels- Matthew, Mark and 

Luke.  Each gospel writer provides some helpful details to fill in the picture to answer 

the question.  Who is this man?  

Luke the doctor writes that the man was a ruler- though he doesn’t include what kind 

(18:18).  He was likely a member of some council or court.  Matthew adds the detail 

that, the man was “young.”  (19:20)   We also learn that he is wealthy.  So the person 

who came up to Jesus was was a rich young ruler.    

This man came running up to Jesus and knelt before Him demonstrating great respect 

for the Lord.  He was eager to talk with Jesus.  Then he called Jesus a very unique title, 

“Good teacher.”  

Jesus immediately questioned this young man’s use of the word “good.”  Jesus said, 

“Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.”

Jesus was challenging the young man to consider how he used the word good.  In its 

truest meaning, there is only One who is good and that is God.  Only God is absolutely 

good.   

Jews did not address Rabbis as good.  They reserved that for God.  In a sense, Jesus 

is saying to the young man, “Before you address me with such a title, you had better 

think clearly about what the implications are, and especially what they are for you.”

God is good.  But isn’t humanity inherently good too?  Years ago, this discussion came 

up in our college small group led by our college Pastor Corey.  He asked the question, 

“Are people inherently good by nature?”  We thought for a few moments and then came 

to an agreement that sure there were some evil people but most people are inherently 

good.  
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Corey proceeded to show us what the Bible says about us.  Psalm 14:2–3 (NLT), “The 

Lord looks down from heaven on the entire human race; he looks to see if anyone is 

truly wise, if anyone seeks God. 3 But no, all have turned away; all have become 

corrupt. No one does good, not a single one!”  

A theological term to describe our condition is called “total depravity.”  Listen to 

definition from Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine by Wayne 

Grudem.  In Our Natures We Totally Lack Spiritual Good before God. It is not just 

that some parts of us are sinful and others are pure. Rather, every part of our being is 

affected by sin—our intellects, our emotions and desires, our hearts (the center of our 

desires and decision-making processes), our goals and motives, and even our physical 

bodies…No part of our life is completely pure before God.

Second, In Our Actions We Are Totally Unable to Do Spiritual Good before God. 

Not only do we as sinners lack any spiritual good in ourselves, but we also lack the 

ability to do anything that will in itself please God and the ability to come to God in our 

own strength. Paul says that “those who are in the flesh cannot please God” (Rom. 8:8)

…Jesus says, “Apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). In fact, unbelievers are 

not pleasing to God, if for no other reason, simply because their actions do not proceed 

from faith in God or from love to him, and “without faith it is impossible to please 

him” (Heb. 11:6).

Listen closely: if it wasn’t for God taking the initiative to reveal Himself and draw 

us to Himself we would be forever lost… Jesus says, “No one can come to me 

unless the Father who sent me draws him” (John 6:44).”  We are all totally depraved.  

The young man run up to Jesus with a question that he wanted answered.

The man’s question.

“What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  The young man wondered how he could earn 

eternal life.  Jesus doesn’t correct His faulty thinking at this point.  Instead, He keeps the 

dialogue going.  
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Jesus responds by listing off several of the commandments dealing with loving one’s 

neighbor.  “Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false 

witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.”

“And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.”  The young man 

was quite confident in the way he had lived since he was of age.  “Of age” refers to the 

Jewish perspective that you were not held accountable for the commandments until you 

became of age.  

Bar Mitzvah is the ceremony for Jewish boys when they reach the age of 12 or 13 to 

officially recognize them as Jewish adults.  The phrase bar mitzvah means “Sons of 

commandments.”  This means that they are now responsible for their own actions and 

for obeying the commandments. 

The young man believed that since he became a Jewish adult, he had not broken the 

commandments on how he was to relate to others.  

Jesus could’ve corrected that assumption.  The young man was not perfect.  Jesus 

could’ve humbled him with the knowledge that He knew- for He knows all things- 

including the motives of our hearts.  Proverbs 16:2 (NLT), “People may be pure in their 

own eyes, but the Lord examines their motives.”

But Jesus didn’t correct the young rich ruler.  Instead Mark comments on Christ’s heart.  

Mark 10:21 (NLT), “Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him.”  Jesus saw 

beneath the young man’s religious devotion to his deepest need and loved him.

To truly love the man, required Jesus to speak the truth in love to him.  What was the 

truth that the man needed to hear?  
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From the outside, it looked like the rich young ruler had everything going for him.  He 

was rich.  He was in a position of authority.  He was religious and upright.  He would be 

a poster boy of earning eternal life if eternal life could be earned.  But it cannot be 

earned.

Jesus explained how to gain eternal life earlier in verse 15.  Mark 10:15 (NLT), “I tell you 

the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom of God like a child will never enter 

it.”  It is not about doing.  Jesus says eternal life is about receiving.  

Eternal life is a gift, received when one trusts in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the 

cross.  1 John 5:11–13 (ESV), “And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, 

and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the 

Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of 

the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life.”

Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?   Then you have Jesus and 

eternal life.  

Jesus told the rich young ruler that he “lacked” one thing.  Verse 21, “You lack one thing: 

go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.”

The word lack means “to fall short.”      

The rich young ruler lacked true allegiance to God because wealth was his god.  He 

was obsessed with his money.  Money was his god.  The young man was breaking the 

first commandment “You must not have any other god but me.”  Exodus 20:3 (NLT)

The man thought he could love money and love God but you cannot love money and be 

devoted to God. Jesus said elsewhere, “You can’t worship two gods at once. Loving one 

god, you’ll end up hating the other. Adoration of one feeds contempt for the other. You 

can’t worship God and Money both.”  Matthew 6:24 (The Message)
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Jesus, in His love for the man, gave the solution to becoming free from the god of 

money and gain eternal blessings.  “Go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and 

you will have treasure in heaven.”

If he gave his money away, it would no longer have control over his heart.  If he gave 

his money away, his heart could be fully devoted to Jesus.  If he gave his money away it 

would bless the poor and it would be credited to him in heaven.    

What do you have in your life that is fighting for your allegiance?  Some may have to 

give up money. Others may have to give up a lifelong dream. Some may have to give 

up a sport or hobby.  Others may have to surrender their ultimate devotion to family.  

Some will have to give up the quest to climb the ladder of success.  Some will have to 

give up where they would most like to live.  

Whatever Jesus commands us to give up is because of his love for us.  He has 

something far better for us- Himself.

Jesus didn’t just prescribe the steps the rich young ruler needed to take to be right with 

God.  But He added something else:

The Lord’s invitation.

“Come, follow me.”  Jesus commands the man to follow Him.  Come and experience life 

with Me.  Come and share in the blessings of God’s presence in your life.  Come and 

see how it is to live for God.  Come and enter into a wonderful, personal relationship 

with Me.  

The Savior of the Universe invited the man into a special relationship.  He does the 

same with you and me.  Have you accepted His invitation?  

What did the rich young man decide to do?

The man’s response. 
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Verse 22, “Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great 

possessions.”  The man came to Jesus hoping to hear what he wanted to hear.  

Instead, he was confronted with what was truly his hearts desire- his wealth.  

The man chose his riches of this temporal world over the riches of eternal heaven.  The 

man chose a relationship with money over a deeply personal relationship with Jesus.  

Is there anything that you are more devoted to than Jesus?  When you place it next to 

Christ, is it still more important to you?  You can gain the world.  But in the end you will 

lose your soul.  Learn from this man’s decision.   

The second encounter is between Jesus and a tax collector.  Mark chapter 2 starting 

with verse 13, page 837 in the red Bibles underneath the chairs.

Mark 2:13–17 (ESV), “He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming 

to him, and he was teaching them. 14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of 

Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and 

followed him. 15 And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and 

sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed 

him. 16 And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with 

sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and 

sinners?” 17 And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no 

need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but 

sinners.”

In order to understand the man who encountered Jesus, it is important to know:

The background of a tax collector.

Israel was under Roman occupation.  Rome created certain methods of taxation from 

the Jews.  “The Roman tax included both direct income taxes and customs duties. 

Duties were paid on traded goods, while merchants also paid tolls to use roads and 

bridges and to enter towns.”     
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“Tax-collectors were Jews collecting taxes for Rome from their fellow Jews.  The tax 

collectors paid a fixed sum for the right to collect. Anything they could collect above 

what they paid for the franchise was profit.  There was no recourse or appeal for an 

unjust assessment.”  (Ross Anderson)

Ever traveled the Chicago tollways?  Imagine each tollbooth charging whatever the 

operator decided to charge that day.  If you wanted to keep traveling you would have to 

pay whatever they set.  And there was no one to stop them.

Tax-collectors were viewed as the lowest class of sinners. Socially, they were rejected.  

The only friends they might have would be other tax collectors or people who were 

ostracized by the community.  Rabbis debated whether it was possible for a tax-

collector to experience true repentance.

Verse 14, “And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax 

booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.”

“Levi was likely sitting at the toll-gate on the road from Damascus to the Mediterranean 

Sea. This was also the customs office at Capernaum, the port for the many ships that 

traveled the Sea of Galilee.  Here was a Jew who loved money more than the good for 

and of his fellow Jews.”  Wuest, K. S. (1997). Wuest’s word studies from the Greek New 

Testament: for the English reader 

Jesus initiated this encounter with the tax collector.  The man is called Levi here but 

most would recognize him by the name Matthew.  Levi was the Hebrew name.  Matthew 

the Greek name.

In fact, Matthew who wrote the book of Matthew was the tax collector here.  He wrote, 

Matthew 9:9 (ESV), “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew 

sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.”
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No Jewish religious leader would waste his time with someone like Matthew.  People 

like Matthew were not welcome at the Temple.  He was a lost cause.  He was too 

enamored with getting rich off of others.  He couldn’t possibly ever have a change of 

heart and want to do good.  

But the Lord Jesus sees the heart.  He sees our greatest need.  To this tax collector, we 

see

The Lord’s invitation.

“Follow me.”  Just like the rich young ruler, Matthew was given the command to follow 

Jesus.  

What would you expect a great sinner like Matthew would do?  Would he say “Not 

interested?”  Would he say, “Can’t, got work to do?”  

Matthew’s response. 

And Jesus said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.”

What could Matthew possibly know about Jesus to leave his position as a tax collector?  

Jesus had been healing people and casting out demons in the area where Matthew was 

working.  He must’ve heard about Jesus.  

By seeing how Jesus looked into his eyes, Matthew could know that Jesus cared about 

him.  He could know that Jesus wanted to invest in his life.  He could know that Jesus 

didn’t judge him as others had.  He could know that Jesus saw something redeemable 

in him.  He could know that Jesus offered a fresh start.  

When Matthew got up and left the tax booth, he was forever changed.  You see very 

quickly that he was changed by how used his possessions to invite other outcasts to his 
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home to meet Jesus.  Verse 15, “And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax 

collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many 

who followed him. 16 And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was 

eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?” 17 And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are 

well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the 

righteous, but sinners.”

Here we see two men.  Both wealthy.  Both encounter Jesus.  One thinks eternal life is 

found in what one does.  One believes it is all about receiving what Jesus has already 

done.  Both are given an invitation to walk with Jesus.  Only one chooses to walk with 

Jesus.  

We don’t know the rest of the story about the rich young ruler.  He comes and goes.  

But we do know that when Matthew gave up his life to follow Jesus he was completely 

changed.  He was forgiven of all his sins.  He was given dignity and an opportunity to be 

become one of Jesus’ 12 disciples.  He would be trusted with writing one of the gospels.  

He is present with the Lord now and forever.    

We are all created to live for something.  Who or what are you living for?  Whatever that 

thing is will fail you.  Only Jesus will not fail you.  

If you responded to Jesus invitation to, “Follow Me” then you are to follow Him.  Where 

is He headed?  He is headed toward making you like Himself.  

In pastor, teacher and theologian John Stott’s final address he said, “I remember very 

vividly, some years ago, that the question which perplexed me as a younger Christian 

(and some of my friends as well) was this: what is God’s purpose for His people? 

Granted that we have been converted, granted that we have been saved and received 

new life in Jesus Christ, what comes next? Of course, we knew the famous statement of 

the Westminster Shorter Catechism: that man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy 
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Him forever: we knew that, and we believed it. We also toyed with some briefer 

statements, like one of only five words— love God, love your neighbor. But somehow 

neither of these, nor some others that we could mention, seemed wholly satisfactory. So 

I want to share with you where my mind has come to rest as I approach the end of my 

pilgrimage on earth, and it is—God wants His people to become like Christ. 

Christlikeness is the will of God for the people of God.”

Romans 8:29 (ESV), “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 

brothers.”

We are to become like Christ.  What steps are you taking to become more like Christ?  

[Show vision steps slide] 

As we have been unveiling the practical steps of fulfilling the vision, we are encouraging 

each person to make a step toward Christlikeness.  The steps listed represent steps to 

becoming more like Christ in behavior and action.  

Christ made disciple makers.  God calls all believers- not just for the Pastors and Elders 

to take part.  What next step will you take?  

At the last song, we are going to give you an opportunity to bring up your commitment 

card and place it in the basket.  Placing your name is optional.  Let me give you a good 

reason why you might want to put your name on it.  It allows a leader to connect with 

you and support the step that you are taking.  We are in this together.  And we are 

better together.  

Let’s pray

o.b.g. 
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