
“A Man Born Blind’s Encounter With Jesus”

John 9 

10.24.21

I hope through this series on “Encounters With Jesus” you are falling more and more in 

love with Jesus.  How he dealt with those who were outcasts with such love and 

compassion is so encouraging.  His love and compassion gives us hope for when we 

have felt like outcasts   There is no one like Jesus.  

In a moment we are going to witness when Jesus encountered a man that had been 

born blind.  Before we get to the story, it is important to know:

The surrounding context.

John 9 is part of a series of situations in chapters 7-8.  It is connected to an important 

statement that Jesus proclaimed in 8:12, “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the 

light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of 

life.”  John 8:12 (ESV)

Jesus proclaimed this statement at the end of the celebration called the Festival of 

Tabernacles.  The Mishnah, known as the Jewish oral torah describes the light 

ceremony at the Festival of Tabernacles.  “Four large stands each held four golden 

bowls; these were placed in the heavily-used Court of the Women.  These sixteen 

golden bowls (reached by ladders) were filled with oil.  When they were lit at night (the 

rabbis said), all Jerusalem was illumined.

Jesus most likely stood beneath the 16 lit bowls of oil and said that He is not only the 

true light of Jerusalem, but of the whole world!”

After He left the temple, Jesus had a divine appointment with someone on God the 

Father’s heart.  That person was about to have an encounter with the Light of the World.    
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Jesus encountered a man born blind.

“As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth.”  

Remember the context, there were crowds of people celebrating and walking around.  

Though many people would’ve walked by Jesus, He saw the blind man.  Jesus saw the 

man God had ordained for Him to see.  

As He looked at the blind man the disciples asked Jesus a question.  Verse 2, “And his 

disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind?” 

The disciples were asking the questions that any Jew would have.  Jews believed a 

person born with a disability had either sinned in the womb or the parents sinned while 

the baby was in the womb. 

How could a fetus sin in the womb?  Jews used the example of the twin boys Esau and 

Jacob as evidence.  When Rebekah was pregnant the twin boys struggled with each 

other in the womb. Genesis 25:22 (NLT), “But the two children struggled with each other 

in her womb. So she went to ask the Lord about it. “Why is this happening to me?” she 

asked.”  

If the child didn’t sin then one of the parents sinned and the result was a disability in the 

child.  

Think of the stigma the blind man would carry all his life.  Either you sinned or your 

parents sinned.  There were no other options in people’s minds.  

That view made it more difficult for someone with a disability to receive pity.  If people 

thought you sinned and you deserved your blindness then you would experience less 

pity and less generosity.   
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This man was living a lonely, depressing life in complete darkness.  Every day was the 

same.  No hope until Jesus showed up.   

Jesus clarified the man’s situation.  

Verse 3, “Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents.”  Jesus was 

not disagreeing that everyone is born a sinner.  Romans 3:23 (ESV), “for all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God.”  Rather, Jesus said the man’s blindness was not the 

direct result of sins of the fetus or parents. 

Why are children born with disabilities?  Would you say that it is by accident that it is just 

random bad luck?  Is it fate that some will be born with disabilities?  Or is God involved 

in someone being born that way?  Is there a purpose behind being born with 

disabilities?  

First, we know that when sin entered the world, it brought about sickness, diseases, 

deformities and even death.  So, we could say that disabilities are the result of Adam’s 

sin.  And our sins as well.  We are all part of the sin problems in our world.   

God could stop disabilities from happening for He is God.  But He is permitting them to 

occur.  When confronted by God in the burning bush, the Lord commanded Moses to be 

His spokesman to the Israelites enslaved in Egypt.  Moses sought an out from God’s 

command by saying that he didn’t speak very well.  Listen to God’s response, “Then the 

Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or 

seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord?”  Exodus 4:11 (ESV)

Remember, God didn’t create disabilities.  He created everything good.  But God 

permits disabilities.  He allows them for a purpose.  C.H. Spurgeon wrote, “Whatever 

God ordains, must be; but the wisdom of God never ordains anything without a purpose. 

Everything in this world is working for some great end.”

What was the purpose of the blindness for the man? 
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Verse 3, “…but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the 

works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As 

long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

Jesus was going to use this man’s blindness and healing to bring glory to God.  Jesus 

was going to introduce the man and those around him to the Light of the World.  Jesus 

was going to transform this man’s life physically and spiritually.  And this man, who the 

world looked down on would become Jesus’ witness.    

When Joni Eareckson Tada was 17 years old she dove into a shallow lake severing her 

spinal column that left her a quadriplegic in a wheelchair.  She prayed specifically.  She 

persevered in her prayers.  She willed to be well.  But God didn’t answer her prayers.  

Joni wrote, “Shortly after I was injured, I read wonderful promises from Scripture such 

as 1 John 5:14, ‘This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask 

anything according to his will, he hears us.’

I prayed in faith that God would hear me and heal me, but my fingers and toes still did 

not move. I went back to 1 John 5:14 and read it closer; that’s when it struck me. It 

didn’t say if we ask we will receive anything we think we might like or anything that 

would make life easier, but we will receive anything that’s actually ‘according to his will’.

But friends said to me, ‘Why in the world would it be God’s will to deny a Christian’s 

request for healing?’ That’s a good question, but for every verse seeming to guarantee 

positive answers to our prayers for an easier, happier, healthier life, there are countless 

verses about the good things suffering can bring.

My disability helps take my mind off temporary enticements and forces me to think 

about God (Colossians 3:2). Trials have a way of making us rely on the Lord (2 

Corinthians 1:9). Sometimes sickness serves as God’s chastiser to wake us from our 

Page  of 4 12



sin (1 Corinthians 11:29-30). And always God uses suffering to help us relate to others 

who hurt (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).”

God had something greater in store for Joni.  As a result of not answering her prayers, 

many people have come to Jesus and have been strengthened by her relationship with 

Jesus.  Many have been blessed by reading her books and seeing her perseverance 

and character.  Many have become compassionate and understanding and loving 

toward those with disabilities.  God never wastes a hurt.  Never!

Jesus walked up to the man.  No conversation is recorded between Jesus and the blind 

man before:

Jesus changed the man’s situation.

Verse 6, “Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. 

Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool 

of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.”

We know from from the gospels that Jesus healed blind people by just touching their 

eyes  (Matt. 9:27–31).  He healed another blind man by putting spittle on his eyes (Mark 

8:22–26).  But here He put mud on the man’s eyes and told him to go wash.  

Did Jesus need to put mud on the man’s eyes in order for them to be healed?  Was this 

healing more difficult for Jesus since the man was born blind?  No, for there is no 

hierarchy of difficulty for God.  All miracles are easy.  No sweat.  No effort.  

Why the mud then?  I believed it was used for the man’s sake as well as for the 

religious leaders.  

For the man’s sake.  Think of being in his situation.  Someone named Jesus makes mud 

and puts it on your face and tells you to go wash in the pool of Siloam.  From the 

temple, the pool was at least 400 meters away.  One lap around a high school track with 
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mud on your eyes.  Would you do it?  Or would you be too concerned what people 

thought of you?

Though the blind man had never seen Jesus, there was something about Him that he 

trusted.  And he believed Jesus had his best in mind.  We don’t know if he had someone 

walk him there or whether he got there on his own.  But the blind man traveled to the 

pool of Siloam because he believed it would not be in vain.  He believed Jesus would do 

something that no one else had ever done- heal a blind man. 

In verse 4, Jesus said He was sent by God.  And Jesus sent the blind man to the pool of 

Siloam which means sent.  This Sent one sent the blind man to the pool of sent.

Jesus also used the mud for the blind man’s sake and for the religious leaders.  Jesus 

performed this miracle on the Sabbath.  From the point of view of some Pharisees, 

Jesus had transgressed the oral law regarding the Sabbath.  You were not allowed to do 

work on the Sabbath.  Healing was considered work.  To take dust and spit and make it 

into mud required kneading so it was work from their perspective.  There was also 

debate on whether anointing eyes was considered breaking the Sabbath.  The 

combination of these factors created suspicion and doubt toward Jesus instead of great 

amazement and awe.  

A miracle occurred and it created a great deal of conversations.  After receiving his 

sight:

The healed man was questioned.

First, the man was questioned by neighbors.  Verse 8, "The neighbors and those 

who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit 

and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I 

am the man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He 

answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go 

to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, 

“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
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The people who would be in the know didn’t know if this was for sure the blind man who 

was healed or someone that might resemble him.  But here is this man who claims to 

have been healed.  He is looking you directly in the eyes.  He is engaging you face-to-

face.  He is claiming a man named Jesus healed him.

Then the man was questioned by the Pharisees.  Verse 13, "They brought to the 

Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when 

Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how 

he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, 

and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 

keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” 

And there was a division among them. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do 

you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

The man retold the story of how he was healed.  Division occurred between the 

Pharisees.  Some Pharisees believed Jesus must be a sinner because He broke the 

Sabbath rules the Pharisees had created.  Other Pharisees wondered how could a 

sinner heal a man born blind?  Because they could not agree they asked the man for his 

view.  The man said, “He is a prophet.”  

Because there had never been a miracle of person born blind receiving their sight they 

questioned the parents to see if this man was their son and that he was born blind.  

Verse 20, “His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born 

blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 

Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these things 

because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should 

confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23 Therefore his 

parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
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His parents were scared of the Jewish leaders so they passed the buck.  Let our son 

answer for himself.  

The man was questioned a second time by the Pharisees.  Verse 24, “So for the 

second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to 

God. We know that this man is a sinner.”  They wanted to pressure the man to say 

out loud that Jesus was a sinner.

Verse 25, “He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, 

that though I was blind, now I see.”

Instead of rejoicing in his new eyesight, he is stuck having to clarify again how it 

occurred.  Understandably, he gets frustrated and sarcastic.  Verse 27, “He answered 

them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 

again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”  28 And they reviled him, saying, 

“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to 

Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man 

answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and 

yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is 

a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32 Never since the world began 

has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were 

not from God, he could do nothing.”

What a wonderful testimony about Jesus.  This unlearned man was teaching the truth to 

the Pharisees.  But they didn’t like it.  Their pride was too strong.  Verse 34, “They 

answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him 

out.”

The healed man would finally be accepted in the local synagogue and could worship 

there now that his sight was restored.  That door that was just opened was now shut.  

He was officially excommunicated from the local synagogue. This meant that the man 
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was cut off from friends and family and looked on by the Jews as a “publican and 

sinner.” 

The man who had such a momentous change in his life was left separated from the 

people who could give him good standing again.  But he was not alone.  Someone was 

looking for him to give him some clarity.  

Jesus clarified the man’s understanding.

Verse 35, “Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do 

you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe 

in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 

38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 

I just love reading verse 35.  Jesus came looking for the man.  Jesus came for the 

“outcasts” and never let them down.

  

This is the heart of Jesus.  Jesus said elsewhere, “If a man has a hundred sheep and 

one of them gets lost, what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others in the 

wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds it?”   Luke 15:4 (NLT) 

That is so like Jesus!

Though the man had received an amazing miracle and could see for the very first time, 

he was still spiritually blind.  When the man first met Jesus, he called him a man.  Then 

later when being interrogated by the Pharisees, He called Jesus a prophet.  But that 

was not the complete picture so Jesus came back to the man so he could have the 

correct answer to who is Jesus?  

The man’s soul mattered to Jesus.  The Lord wanted him to see spiritually.  The Lord 

wants the same for you.  You matter to Him!    
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When Jesus revealed that He was the Messiah the man responded by saying “Lord, I 

believe,” and he worshiped Jesus.  

That divine appointment by God resulted in physical and spiritual sight for this man.  He 

would forever see His Lord and is now with Jesus in Heaven.  One day, if you know 

Jesus as your Savior, you can talk with the man and hear his story from his perspective.  

Just don’t ask him to repeat it more than once :).    

What can we apply from this wonderful encounter between Jesus and the man born 

blind?

Application:

You can have physical sight but be spiritually blind.  

Verse 39, “Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see 

may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him 

heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you 

were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.”  

You may have good physical vision right now.  But how is your spiritual vision?  If you 

see Jesus as a good man or a prophet but that is all, then your spiritual sight is not 

clear.  From God’s perspective you are spiritually blind and your guilt remains because 

you have not given your sins to Christ to pay for you.  

If you are struggling with who Jesus claims to be, ask Him to reveal the truth to you.  

Ask Him to show you who He is.  And then look and listen to see what He reveals. 

Do you see that Jesus as the Savior of the world and the Savior of your life?  Then you 

have spiritual sight.  You have experienced the light of the world.     

A caution.  Watch out for false teachers.  There are spiritual leaders that act like they 

can see but they are really spiritually blind.  That is the definition of the Pharisees.  But 

Page  of 10 12



there are also high profile spiritual leaders and well as pastors in some churches that 

are blind. 

A couple of tell tale signs to know a false teacher.  If a spiritual leader is minimizing 

Jesus and His work, that leader is spiritually blind.  

If a spiritual leader is changing or reinterpreting scriptures to fit with culture, that leader 

is spiritually blind.  Hell will have more than its share of thoughtful theologians and 

spiritual leaders.

 

From the blind man’s example, 

You don’t need to know a lot to be a witness for Jesus. 

How much do you need to know in order to share your testimony?  Do you need to have 

read the whole New Testament?  Or do you need to fully understand God? 

The blind man was most likely illiterate- there was no braille books for him to learn how 

to read.  The blind man really didn’t know much about Jesus.  What did he know?  

Verse 25, “One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  

 

If you have trusted in Jesus Christ then your testimony is powerful.  Your story is 

unique.  There are no others like it.

• It is personal and easy to understand.  People love to hear personal stories and can 

remember them.

• People can argue that the Bible is not true but they cannot argue that your experience 

is not true.  

• People care less about truth and more about “Does it benefit me?”  Your testimony 

shows that having a relationship is beneficial for one’s life.

You may have a testimony about how God took your emptiness and gave you purpose 

in life.
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You may have a testimony about how God took your fears and gave you strength to 

overcome them.

You may have a testimony about how God took your struggling marriage and 

transformed it into a healthy marriage.

You may have a testimony about how God took your negative self-image and helped 

you see your real worth in Him.

You may have a testimony about how God took your past regrets and poor reputation 

and gave you dignity and a new good reputation.

You may have a testimony about how God took all your sins and nailed them to a cross 

and you are free from the weight of sin and living a new life.  

Who do you know that is spiritually blind that could benefit from hearing of your 

testimony?  

Let’s pray

o.b.g.
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