
SERMON NOTES

John 9:1-41

“Seeing & Blinded by the Light”

Intro:

• If a strong light is placed next to a plant – the plant will bend and grow 

toward the light

SHOW PICTURE OF PLANT BENDING TOWARD LIGHT

• That is called positive phototropism – growth or movement toward the light

• Plants need to manufacture their own food; they usually do this through 

photosynthesis. 
• Through photosynthesis, plants convert water, carbon dioxide (CO2) and 

light into sugars, which are used for energy and growth.
• In order to maximize the amount of light that they receive through the 

leaves, they use phototropism.

SHOW NEXT PICTURE

• The plants first sense the light using photoreceptors or phototropins 
• When the phototropins are activated by a light source, hormones called 

auxins are redistributed toward the shaded side of the stem 
• The shaded side thus contains more auxin and grows longer, which 

causes the stem to grow towards the light. 

SHOW SUNFLOWERS

• Sunflowers are perhaps the most famous phototropic plants since their 

flowers are always facing toward the sun – as anyone who has been to 

Moldova with me knows, right?
• Actually, as I have since learned, it’s only the young flower heads that 

track the sun before they fully bloom. 
• Young Flowers follow a 24-hour circadian rhythm - meaning that they are 

attuned to sense changes in light and temperature as the day progresses
• Once the sunflower reaches maturity it then fixes into a single position and 

faces east permanently rather than following the sun across the sky.



• It’s believed that this is due to the fact that bees prefer warm flowers, and 

flowers facing the sun in the morning warm up faster

STOP SHOWING SUNFLOWERS

• A professor of ethnology at Stockholm University, says that people are like 

plants -  They are phototropic, blooming in the sunlight. 
• He says people feel stronger psychologically and are happier in summer, 

and that seasonal changes in light and dark affect psychological health. 
• For some people, this can result in Seasonal Affect Disorder

• The Bible says that Jesus is the Light of the world. 
• We need to be spiritually phototropic - oriented toward the Light // moving 

toward the Light // growing toward the Light // bearing fruit in the Light 
• When we "walk in the light," we are spiritually healthy and strong. 
• This is especially important for people with psychological health struggles 

during winter – important that they turn with intentionality and consistency 

toward the Light of Christ 

• But some people are spiritually photophobic – they fear the light and will 

turn away from the light 

John 3:19-21  “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 

people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 

For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 

light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to 

the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in 

God.”

• In John 9 we meet a blind man who is positively phototropic and is healed 

and given both physical and spiritual sight by the Light of the World – and 

we meet some religious leaders who are photophobic and turn away from 

the Light of the World - physically seeing but spiritually blind

I. WHO SINNED?

Jesus and the disciples were in Jerusalem for the fall Festival of Tabernacles 

• While there, they saw a man who had been blind from birth 

• In keeping with the commonly accepted Jewish theology of the day, the 

disciples 



asked Jesus: Rabbi, who sinned – this man or his parents – that he was born 

blind? 

• The assumption was that there must be a connection between sin and 

suffering
• The arguments of Job's friends in the book of Job were all based on this 

same assumption - since Job was suffering, therefore he must have 

sinned 

• In this case, since the man was born blind - the question was whether it 

was his own sin or the sin of his parents that had caused his blindness 

• Indeed, there are examples in Scripture where sickness is linked to sin – and 

also examples where sickness or disability is linked to demonic activity 
• And certainly there are many examples of people suffering poor health as 

a result of poor lifestyle choices and bad habits – whether smoking or 

overeating or not enough exercise or inadequate sleep or whatever

• Mostly, however, sickness is to be understood as one of the consequences of 

living in a fallen world which is under the dominion of sin, death and Satan – 

rather than a specific illness or disability linked to a specific sin

In the case of the man born blind, Jesus does not give the specific cause of the 

blindness - but he does make clear that the blindness was NOT due to sin – 

neither the man's nor his parents' 

• But if the cause of the blindness was not specified - the purpose was: in order 

that the work of God might be displayed in his life 

• By enabling the blind man to see - Jesus would demonstrate that He is the 

Light 

of the World 

John 9:3-5  Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but 

that the works of God might be displayed in him. We must work the works of 

him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long 

as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

• The ceremony of the Illumination of the Temple during the Feast of 

Tabernacles commemorated the guiding light of God during the wilderness 

wanderings by means of the pillar of fire at night 
• Now imagine Jesus of Nazareth walking to the center of the Temple court 

and standing in the midst of the 4 large, brightly lit candelabra -all eyes 



turn to him -pointing to the candelabra, he speaks and proclaims to the 

crowd: “I am the light of the world! Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

• In the context of that Jewish ceremony, the claim of Jesus was bold and 

startling: it was as if he said: "God's presence was a pillar of fire for Moses 

and our forefathers. But now the pillar of God's presence is here in 

person. “God is light, and I am God in the flesh to be the light of life. 

These candelabra will go out by the time the cock crows at dawn, but I am 

the light which gives eternal life, I am God's light dispelling the spiritual 

darkness of sin and evil and death. Come, follow me, and you will be able 

to walk in God's light forever!" 

• In claiming to be the light of the world, Jesus clearly declared himself to be 

the Messiah
• Jesus was claiming far more than to be an inspired religious teacher who 

offers spiritual enlightenment to those who follow his teaching 
• Jesus is the very light of God come in the flesh to live among men and 

women 
• Jesus is the very light of God who gives eternal life to those who follow 

him 
• To say that Jesus is the light of the world is to say that Jesus is the 

embodiment of the truth of God 
• Truth is that which conforms to reality 
• Truth is not a belief / truth is reality 
• What is true, is true, no matter how many people believe it or disbelieve it 

• Just as Light reveals Reality - so Jesus is the Light of the World who 

reveals the Reality of God in human form
• The healing of the man born blind would reveal Jesus as the Light of the 

World who brings people out of spiritual darkness and into the light of life 

in God's Kingdom

II. THE BLIND SEE BY THE LIGHT

 

Life for the blind of the 1st century was a hopeless tragedy 

• There were no ADA laws  



• There were no charities devoted to helping the blind - and no seeing-eye dogs 

or 

Braille books 

• The blind man's life consisted of sitting at the side of a road and begging 

• No employment // no prospects for marriage // no Social Security income

 

• The blind man's hopeless plight provides us with a physical picture of what it 

means to be spiritually lost in the kingdom of darkness under the dominion of 

sin 

and death and Satan - to be without hope apart from Christ the Light of the 

World 

• Healing the blind was a hallmark of Jesus' ministry 

• Jesus healed the blind man Bartimaeus in Jericho // two blind men in Galilee // 

a blind man without speech in Capernaum // a blind man in Bethsaida // and one 

more in Jerusalem following his cleansing of the Temple 

• In John 9, Jesus made a mud plaster of saliva and dirt and applied it to the 

man's eyes and then told the man to wash in the Pool of Siloam 

• The pool of Siloam is significant because “Siloam” means Sent - and Jesus 

again and again describes himself as the One sent from heaven by God 

John 12:44-46  And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, 

believes not in me but in him who sent me. And whoever sees me sees him who 

sent me. I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me 

may not remain in darkness.

• So the Sent One sends the blind man to the Pool of Sent to wash and be 

healed 

• We have here a physical picture of what happens when someone is converted 

and baptized and is rescued from the dominion of darkness ruled by Satan and 

brought into the kingdom of Light ruled by Christ 

• When the Apostle Paul was converted on the road to Damascus, he was 

blinded by the light of the risen Christ for 3 days, and then he received 

both physical and spiritual sight when Ananias laid hands on him, and 

then he was baptized in water and experienced the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit 
• Paul was spiritually blind in his persecution of Christ's followers, then he 

was physically blinded by seeing Jesus the Light of the World, then he 



was healed physically and spiritually as he was washed in the waters of 

baptism - healed not by the water but by the living Christ 
• This is the picture we see in the healing of the blind man 

John 9:6-7  Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with 

the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and said to him, “Go, 

wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and 

came back seeing.

• The blind see by the Light of the World

• The Christian life begins when someone comes to see that sin has robbed 

them of spiritual vision – that in this sense they are blind from birth and 

unable to free themselves from their predicament
• And then by faith the person accepts Jesus as the One who alone can 

give them spiritual sight and spiritual life
• Just as the man was born blind and was a beggar – so also the kingdom 

of heaven belongs to the poor in spirit who admit their sin and their need 

of God’s saving grace in Jesus Christ
• The glory of God which Jesus displayed by giving sight to the blind man is 

a sign for all time of the glory of God which shines forth in a life whenever 

He opens the eyes of the spiritually blind
• To obtain physical sight, the blind man needed to act on his faith – he 

must wash in the pool of Siloam
• And to receive the gift of spiritual sight, we must wash in the cleansing 

water that comes from the crucified Christ – because spiritual cleansing is 

made available only by His atoning death and shed blood
• Salvation is first and foremost a willingness to accept the gift of cleansing 

– a truth symbolized in baptism

III. THE SEEING ARE BLIND TO THE LIGHT

• First the blind man's neighbors – and then the Pharisees - could not believe 

their 

eyes 

• Could this man who now sees possibly be the same as the blind man who 

used to sit and beg? 

• How could this be? 



• How were his eyes opened? 
• Where are this man's parents? Can they verify his identity and validate his 

healing? 

• The neighbors can't believe that the man who now sees is the same man as 

the 

one they knew as blind 
• They don't know what to make of this -- so they turn for spiritual counsel to 

the religious leaders and Bible scholars of the day - the Pharisees 

• They brought the man to the Pharisees for questioning 
• The Pharisees wanted to know how he was healed - but they were even 

more 

interested in WHEN he was healed . 
• Imagine - a man born blind is miraculously given sight, and the primary 

concern of the Pharisees is whether it took place on the Sabbath . 
• The Pharisees regarded healing as a work that violated the sanctity of the 

Sabbath – to say nothing of the work of making mud from dirt and saliva -- 

which would make Jesus a Sabbath-breaker and a sinner . 
• If Jesus is a Sabbath-breaking sinner, then he could not be acting in the 

power of God - his ministry could not be from God . 
• But how then were this man's eyes opened – if not by the power of God? 

• The Pharisees asked the blind man what he believed about Jesus:  He is a 

prophet 

• Not the answer the Pharisees were looking for – so they interrogated his 

parents:  Is this really your son? Was he really born blind? How is it that he can 

now see? 
• The parents had to be careful - they needed to tell the truth, but if they 

acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah -- they would be expelled from the 

synagogue
• Yes, this is our son. Yes, he was born blind. Yes, he now can see. But how 

he can see or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him yourself - 

he's old enough to speak for himself. 

• So the Pharisees summoned the seeing blind man again: Give glory to God by 

telling the truth - this man Jesus is a sinner, is he not? 

• Whether he is a sinner or not - I don't know. But one thing I know for sure: 

once I was blind, and now I see! 



• The power of a simple testimony based on irrefutable facts

 

“How did he do it?” 
• “I already told you once - and you didn't listen then. Why do you want to 

hear 

the story again? Do you want to become his disciples too?” 

• Now the Pharisees were getting good and angry: We are followers of Moses 

and 

the Law and the OT Scriptures. We're Bible-believers and Law-keepers. But as 

for this fellow Jesus - who is he? Why, we don't even know where he comes 

from! 

• And the man answered: Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he 

comes from - yet he miraculously opened my eyes! 
• He continued: “We all know that God doesn't work through sinners - but 

answers the prayers of the godly who do His will. This man has done 

something never done before - opening the eyes of a man born blind. If 

this man were not from God - he could never have performed this 

miracle.”

 
• Enraged - yet unable to counter the facts of his testimony or his reasoning 

- the Pharisees did the next best thing - they cancelled him – they insulted 

him and kicked him out of the synagogue: Your blindness proves you were 

steeped in sin at birth -- how dare you lecture us on anything having to do 

with spiritual truth! 

• When the facts are not on your side – when you can’t win the argument 

with facts and reasoning and logic – do the next best thing:  hurl insults at 

your opponent
• When you can’t argue from the truth – resort to name-calling and bullying
• We see it all the time in our society and especially on social media, don’t 

we?
• People make preposterous statements contrary to biblical truth and 

common sense and biological facts – and then they insult and malign 

anyone who disagrees with them
• “Men can menstruate and give birth and breast feed babies – and anyone 

who disagrees is a transphobic bigot who will be punished”



• Those who claim to be able to see – those who claim to be exceptionally 

enlightened – are in fact blind

• When Jesus learns the formerly blind man has been cancelled – I mean, 

thrown out of the synagogue – Jesus goes and finds him: and Jesus 

reveals himself to the man as the Son of Man - the divine Messiah – the 

Ruler of God’s Kingdom -- and the man believes and worships Jesus as 

Lord. 

• The Pharisees were confident that they saw clearly that Jesus was a sinner – 

and therefore they tried bullying the man born blind into denouncing Jesus 
• But the man knows what he knows:  I once was blind, and now I see
• And If Jesus were not from God, he could not have opened my eyes

• The Pharisees had a problem here:  On the basis of their understanding of 

the Law of Moses forbidding all work on the Sabbath – including the work 

of healing – Jesus’ ministry cannot be of God because God would never 

unleash His healing power on the Sabbath 

•  Over and against that theological dogma was the testimony of a blind 

man: Once I was blind, and now I can see.  If this man Jesus were not 

from God - then God would not have given him the power to heal me. God 

healed me on the Sabbath through this man Jesus. Give glory to God for 

what He has done. 

• How could the Pharisees give glory to God for something the God in their 

theological box would never do? 
• For all their claims to be spiritual leaders, the Pharisees are in fact 

spiritually blind
• Unable to explain this miracle, they will not admit that it has really 

happened
• Much less will they admit that the man who performed this miracle is from 

God
• By shutting their eyes to the Light of Jesus Christ, the Pharisees are being 

plunged into the darkness of unbelief 

• A.W. Tozer:  “Religious instruction, however sound, is not enough by itself. 

It brings light, but it cannot impart sight. 



• “The assumption that light and sight are synonymous has brought spiritual 

tragedy to millions. The Pharisees looked straight at the Light of the World 

for three years, but not one ray of light reached their inner beings. Light is 

not enough. The inward operation of the Holy Spirit is necessary to saving 

faith. The gospel is light but only the Spirit can give sight.

John 9:39-41  Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who 

do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” Some of the 

Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 

Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you 

say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.”

• Because Jesus is the Light of the World which reveals the true spiritual 

condition of men’s hearts – the inevitable consequence of His Presence in 

the world is to separate those who claim to have religious insight though 

they are in fact spiritually blind – from those admit they are blinded by sin 

and look to Jesus for spiritual sight and true life
• It is precisely when people say that they see – who are confident in their 

own spiritual insight and personal goodness -- and because they say that 

they see spiritual truth on their own apart from the Light of Christ – that 

their sin and guilt remain since they reject the true revelation of God and 

salvation that are found only in Jesus Christ
• It is only those who confess and acknowledge their sin and guilt and 

blindness and turn to Jesus for salvation who can be forgiven and 

cleansed and given new and eternal life

• A customs officer observes a truck pulling up at the border. Suspicious, he 

orders the driver out and thoroughly searches the vehicle but finds not a 

single scrap of contraband, so he waves the driver through. 
• The next week, the same driver arrives. Again the official searches, and 

again finds nothing illicit. Over the years, the official tries full-body 

searches, X rays, and sonar, anything he can think of, and each week the 

same man drives up, but no mysterious cargo ever appears, and each 

time, reluctantly, the customs man waves the driver on.
• Finally, after many years, the officer is about to retire. The driver pulls up. 

"I know you're a smuggler," the customs officer says. "Don't bother 

denying it. But I can’t figure out what you've been smuggling all these 

years. I'm leaving now. I swear to you I can do you no harm. Won't you 

please tell me what you've been smuggling?"



• "Trucks," the driver says.
• Sometimes we miss the obvious.
• People look all over for the way to heaven – the way to eternal life – and 

they miss the obvious
• Only Jesus Christ came from heaven to earth -- Only Jesus Christ died for 

your sins – only Jesus Christ was raised from the dead never to die again 

– therefore, only Jesus Christ can give you eternal life
• Don’t miss the obvious

IV. WALKING IN THE LIGHT

John 8:12  Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

• Walking in the Light is all about following Jesus in a personal relationship 

of love, faith and obedience
• There is more to walking in the light of life than believing the truth about 

Jesus as Lord and Messiah
• The Light of the World is not a doctrine or a set of beliefs or a list of facts
• The Light of the World is a Person – a real, living Person
• To walk in the Light is to walk with a Person – to build a relationship with a 

Person – to spend time with a Person – to get to know the heart of a 

Person – It is more than believing and teaching truth – it is more than 

serving a cause – even a Kingdom cause
• To walk in the Light is to walk with a Person – Jesus of Nazareth

• When is the last time you took a walk with Jesus?
• How much time have you spent walking with and talking with and listening 

to Jesus in this past week?
• NOT how much time serving Him – how much time being with him?
• Our most fruitful service is the result of the Life of Christ flowing through 

us as we abide in Christ in intimate fellowship with Him

• Whoever follows me – whoever walks with me will not walk in darkness – 

but will have the light of life
• The Pharisees were the religious conservatives of their day – they were 

committed to following the Law – following the Scriptures – following what 

they believed to be Truth – following conservative principles



• But they refused to follow Jesus and therefore they ended up walking in 

spiritual darkness
• It is possible to believe a lot of true things but if you don’t actually walk 

with Jesus you will end up off track and wandering away from the Light of 

life

I John 1:6-7  If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, 

we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin.

• If salvation and true Life are experienced by walking in the light – why do 

so many people prefer darkness over light?

John 3:19-21  “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 

people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 

For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 

light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to 

the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in 

God.”

• Have you ever arrived at a vacation destination at night when it was dark 

– and then woke up the next morning and were amazed by what you saw 

in the light of day?
• Light reveals reality – the good and the bad
• The Light of Jesus reveals what’s really going on in our lives – and in our 

hearts --- the good and the bad
• That is intimidating for some people – so they turn away from the light
• They are photophobic because they know their hearts are sinful and 

unclean in God’s sight – and they are unwilling to repent and come to 

Jesus for cleansing and surrender control of their life to Jesus

• Believers are called to be phototropic – moving toward the Light

• What promise is given to the one who walks with Jesus in the light?
• The blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.
• We all have blind spots
• Those blind spots can trip us up



• Those blind spots can damage our marriage relationships / our parent-

child relationships / our friendships / our work relationships / our church 

relationships
• The light will expose those blind spots – so that they can be addressed 

and healed and forgiven and changed – so that important relationships in 

our life can be mended and strengthened
• If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

• But the Light also reveals the good – the good work that God is doing in 

us
• But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly 

seen that his works have been carried out in God.
• Just as sinful blind spots can trip us up – so also a lack of awareness of 

God’s good work in our lives can discourage us and rob God of glory

• Even when your children are growing – it’s hard to see that growth day by 

day – it usually takes a few months to detect noticeable growth
• (Though I suspect some of you have seen weekly growth of your kids)

• Except for a few major turning points in life – it’s hard to detect noticeable 

spiritual growth from one week to the next
• It may take months or even years for some changes to become noticeable
• But when we come to the light and walk in the light – God can show us 

where He is at work in our lives
• Seeing His work encourages us – and gives us a story to share with 

others

• Testimonies are powerful
• One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see
• Your knowledge of the Bible and Christian doctrines may be limited
• Your apologetic skills may be lacking
• But you are the expert on your own life experiences – you are the expert 

on what Jesus Christ has done for you

• Tell others what Jesus has done - even if you are new in the faith 
• Tell others your salvation story // tell others of any healings or other 

miracles God has done in your life // tell others how Jesus Christ has 

changed your life // tell others how your heavenly Father has provided for 



your financial needs // tell others of the spiritual victories that Christ has 

won for you in spiritual warfare // tell others how the indwelling Spirit has 

given you strength and comfort and peace during times of sorrow and 

struggle // tell others how God has brought healing to your damaged 

emotions or broken relationships // tell others how God has lifted you back 

up on your feet after times of failure or disappointment 
• You may not be able to answer all the questions of the skeptics, but you 

can stand firm on what you do know: By the grace of God - Once I was 

blind, but now I see - the Light of the World has come into my life and 

given me newness of life
• I want to encourage you this morning to come to the Light of Jesus
• If you have never come to Him for forgiveness and cleansing of sin – if 

you have never come to Him to begin a personal relationship with Him – if 

you have never bowed the knee to Him as Lord – do so today
• If you have accepted Jesus as Savior and want to grow in Christ-likeness:  

Ask Him to show you where there are blind spots that need to be 

addressed and forgiven and cleansed and healed and transformed so that 

you can become more like Jesus in your daily life and relationships
• And then ask Him also to show you where He is at work for good in your 

life – and how you can share your story of what Jesus Christ has done for 

you with someone else to point them to the Light of the World

Prayer


